Web-based English Competency Assessment and Placement System

for Faculty Communication and Modern Languages

Amer Salem Ali Salem (88541)

University Utara Malaysia
2007



Web-based English Competency Assessment and Placement System for

Faculty Communication and Modern Languages

A thesis submitted to the graduate school in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree master of science
(Information &communication Technology)

University Utara Malaysia

By
Amer Salem Ali Salem

Matric No: (88541)

Copyright Amer Salem Ali, November 2007 .All Right Reserved.



PUSAT PENGAJIAN SISWAZAH
(Centre For Graduate Studies)
Universiti Utara Malaysia

PERAKUAN KERJA KERTAS PROJEK
(Certificate of Project Paper)

Saya, yang bertandatangan, memperakukan bahawa
(I, the undersigned, certify that)

AMER SALEM ALI SALEM

calon untuk Ijazah
(candidate for the degree of) MSec. (Information Communication Technology]

telah mengemukakan kertas projek yang bertajuk
(has presented his/her project paper of the following title)

WEB-BASED ENGLISH COMPETENCY ASSESSMENT AND PLACEMENT
SYSTEM FOR FACULTY COMMUNICATION AND MODERN LANGUAGES

seperti yang tercatat di muka surat tajuk dan kulit kertas projek
{as it appears on the title page and front cover of project paper)

bahawa kertas projek tersebut boleh diterima dari segi bentuk serta kandungan
dan meliputi bidang ilmu dengan memuaskan.

(that the project paper acceptable in form and content, and that a satisfactory
knowledge of the field is covered by the project paper).

Nama Penyelia Utama
(Name of Main Supervisor): ASSOC. PROF. DR. WAN ROZAINI SHEIK OSMAN

Tandatangan | /_f\
\ (
(Signature) : I

S
Tarikh ; // ) /
(Date) . {:'T "‘_j W) ? = L __




PERMISSION TO USE

In presenting this thesis of the requirements for a Master of Science in
Information and Communication Technology (MSc. IT) from Universiti
Utara Malaysia, [ agree that the University library may make it freely
available for inspection. I further agree that permission for copying of this
thesis in any manner, in whole or in part, for scholarly purposes may be
granted by my supervisor or in their absence, by the Dean of Graduate School.
It is understood that any copying or publication or use of this thesis or parts
thereof for financial gain shall not be allowed without my written permission.
It is also understood that due recognition shall be given to me and to
Universiti Utara Malaysia for any scholarly use which may be made of any

material from my thesis.

Request for permission to copy or make other use of materials in this thesis,

in whole or in part, should be addressed to:

Dean of Graduate School
Universiti Utara Malaysia
06010 Sintok
Kedah Darul Aman

Malaysia



ABSTRACT

English is a dominant world language with second largest speaking
population after mother tongue. Choosing study English as a second language
is a wise choice at these globally competitive times. English brings people
from various nationalities towards international communication. It’s key to
speak to the world. The goal of this research project is to “design a web-based
English competency evaluation and regulation for Faculty of Communication
and Modern Languages (or FKBM, its Malay short form)”- that can support
new students to overcome their English language proficiency and help to
FKBM to estimate students’ level of English competency and allocate

relevant course for registration.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1  BACKGROUND

The Faculty Komunikasi dan Bahasa Moden FKBM is the first faculty to be
established when University Utara Malaysia (UUM) carried out an academic
restructuring exercise on reaching the second decade of its establishment. The
history of the establishment of the faculty began on 9 July 2002 when the Ministry of
Education approved the setting up of the School of Communication and Media
Technology, which had been proposed under the communication programmer of the
School of Social Development. However, as a result of the academic restructuring
and globalization, the school was integrated with the Language Division of the
school of Cognitive Sciences and Education to form the Faculty of Communication
and Modern Languages on 1* April 2003 .The faculty is made up of three main
department, Communication, Media technology, and Modern Languages. The main
platform for the elevation of the Malay language, the enhancement of students’
mastery of English and the acquisition of other international languages such as
Arabic, Thai, Japanese, Mandarin, German, Spanish, Italian, Korean and French.
(Academic guide book UUM, 2007).

English Language Department is highly expected to help produce high quality

graduates with ability for self-development, and communication skills to obtain a
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