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ABSTRACT

The aim of this project was to develop a computerized system for the reading lists and
library book orders system for Department of Computer Science, Keele University.
The system provided for an efficient control and management of the reading list and
ordering of books.

The methodology for the development of this system is based on the structured
modelling technique. The design was refined iteratively until it met the users
requirement.

A prototype system was implemented to illustrate our design. The implementation uses
Paradox as a relational database system and ObjectPAL  as Object Oriented software
development method.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 OBJECTIVE

The purpose of this project is to develop computerized reading lists and library book
Orders System (RILBOS), for use in the Department of Computer Science, Keele
University. It covers analysis of the current system and its problems, design, and
development of a prototype of system as a model of the implementation.

While keeping in mind the purpose of the project is to identify how the current system
can be improved through automation to meet the organizational goal. However, it is
not necessary to automate the whole function as a computer based system. Some of
the area may simply require changes to existing procedures, rearranging workflows
and to distribute some of the responsibilities to the related personnel to improve the
system as a whole.

-1.2 CURRENT SYSTEM

1.2.1 Keele University Library

The University Library at Keele forms parts of the Keele Information Services, which
also includes the Computer Centre and Media and Communications Centre. Library
facilities are concentrated in the centrally located Information Services building, where
the Computer Centre is also located.

The library houses some 500,000 books and subscribes to approximately 2,000
journals. The stock is arranged by subjects, using Library of Congress classification.
Periodicals are shelved separately from books. Most of the books are listed in the
Oracle Library online catalogue.

There is a campus-wide access to a wide range of online databases and services, and
the Library has many CD-ROM databases which is available to the members. A
number of these are now networked and available from public PCs in the Information
Services building, via Library Online.
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