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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to investigate the characteristics and
seriousness of poverty, and income distribution and to study the factors of economy,
social, and human capability that could cause poverty in agriculture households in
Buriram. The primary data were obtained from 568 agriculture households in
Buriram. The secondary data were retrieved from the National Statistical Office, the
National Economic and Social Development Board, Information Center for Rural
Development, and Department of Community Development. The data were
analyzed by using the descriptive statistics in order to find the relationship between
independent variables and the excess income over expenditure by means of
Regression and the causes of poverty by Probit Model.

The research findings revealed that the significant characteristics of
agriculture households were concluded as follows: they did rice-farming as a main
occupation, using natural water sources. In addition, the highest position of extra
occupation was general labour. Of the sample agriculture households, the proportion
of the poor was 71%, and the coefficient of the income distribution, Gini coefficient
of income from nonagricultural activities is more than that of income from
agricultural activities. The factors causing poverty were lacking of idea in problem
solving, lacking of occupational capability, burdensome person, no extra
occupations, and priqe variation of main agricultural products. The recommendation
on poverty eradication was to systematically troubleshoot the root causes as well as

to seek assistance from governmental and private sectors.
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ABSTRAK

Kajian ini meneliti persoalan kemiskinan dan agihan pendapatan dikalangan
keluarga petani di Wilayah Buriram, Thailand. Data yang digunakan dalam analisis
kajian ini ialah data primer yang diperolehi daripada bancian yang dijalankan ke atas
568 keluarga petani di Wilayah Buriram. Selain itu, data sekunder juga digunakan
dan ianya diperolehi daripada National Statistics Office, National Economic and
Social Development Board, Information Center for Rural Development, dan
Department of Community Development, Thailand. Bagi mencapai objektif kajian,

data dianggar dan dianalisis dengan menggunakan model regresi dan model Probit.

Hasil kajian menunjukkan ciri-ciri penting keluarga petani adalah seperti
berikut: mereka menjalankan penanaman padi sebagai pekerjaan utama dan
menggunakan sumber air semula jadi. Pekerjaan kedua tertinggi di kalangan
responden ialah buruh am. Didapati 70% daripada sampel kajian adalah miskin dan
koefisyen Gini bagi pendapatan dari sumber bukan pertanian adalah lebih tinggi
daripada pendapatan daripada sumber pertanian. Faktor yang mempengaruhi
kemiskinan dikalangan responden ialah ketiadaan idea dalam menyelesaikan
masalah, tiada kemahiran dan kemampuan dalam menjalankan pekerjaan, bilangan
pergantungan yang ramai dalam keluarga, ketiadaan peluang pekerjaan lain, dan
ketidaktentuan harga keluaran pertanian. Bagi mengatasi masalah kemiskinan,
dicadangkan supaya diatasi punca-punca masalah tersebut dan juga keperluan kepada

bantuan daripada sektor awam dan swasta.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

It starts with the background of the study, statement of the problems,
objectives of the study, hypotheses of the study, significance of the study, the scope

of study, the operational definition, organization of the study, and summary.
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

During the 1950’s and 1960’s, the growth of income per capita was a major
tool for measuring the level of economic development. The basic philosophy at that
time was that economic development would bring the wealth to the society and it
was expected that the increased employment, commodity and service that resulted
from economic growth could be distributed to the poor people. (The National
Economic and Social Development Board, 1997 cited in Laobantao, 2006)

In the early 1970’s, it was believed that economic growth could not help the
poor, that is, the economic growth did not mean the decline of the poverty. This was
true where poverty in many countries was still high in better economic growth
situation. There was a widespread disappointment about the theories which
emphasized economic growth until the international organizations such as the World
Bank paid attention to the people’s consumption and basic needs services. Apart
from these, not only the poverty solution but also the basic supplies such as,
education, public health, residential development and so forth attracted them more.
(The National Economic and Social Development Board, 1997 cited in Laobantao,
2006)

Economic growth in Thailand has also been a main objective of the country

development. The economic development plan was begun by the persuasion of the
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