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ABSTRACT

The Nigerian formal education has long been dominated by the traditional lecture
method where the lecturer or professor impart knowledge to the passive learners
through oratories; which makes students to be passive recipients of information and
thus memorizes facts for tests and examinations. Thus, there is a need to study the
perception of Nigerian students about the learning approach to pave way for successful
implementation of Student Centered Learning (SCL) curriculum in the Nigerian
education system. Therefore, this study aims at carrying out the perception study
among Nigerian students in some Malaysian public Universities about the SCL
approach in terms of the perceived benefits and satisfaction. The study was conducted
among 222 students from four public Universities in Malaysia using questionnaire as the
survey instrument which was developed for the two constructs (perception (benefits)
and satisfaction). The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics. The findings of the
study showed that the surveyed students perceived SCL to be of great advantages in
their learning process and they also feel satisfied with the approach most especially the
collaborative form of SCL. It is recommended that future studies should expand the
coverage and also investigate the implications of the approach on both the teachers and
students.
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Chapter One

1.1 Introduction

Globalization (changes in social, political, economic and
technology) has called for urgent changes in the educational system in
order to meet the current demands of the society (Olaniyan & Obadara,

2006).

It is practically impossible to separate the learning environment
from the overall learning objective. There have been series of emphasis
on the need to change to student-centered learning approach if the global
educational objectives have to be realized (United Agency for International
Development (USAID), 2006). Students are generally seen as passive
learners and recipients of educational content in the traditional classroom
of higher institutions in Nigeria (lyamu & Ukadike, 2007). Several
researchers have defined SCL. The researcher would like to follow the
definition of Wohlfarth, Sheras, Bennett, Simon, Pimentel & Gabel (2008)
where SCL is defined in terms of learning objectives and outcomes which

led to the following operational definition:
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