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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Conflict in the South China Sea became a flashpoint in Southeast Asia in the 

1970s. Located in a strategic area which has important sea lanes and rich in living 

and non-living resources, the South China Sea is claimed by six states namely 

China, Taiwan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei. However, in that 

period, there was no formal forum like the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 

through which the conflict could be handled and as a result, Track Two 

Diplomacy was applied to manage the conflict through a series of meetings 

entitled “Workshop on Managing Potential Conflict in the South China Sea” led 

by Indonesia from 1990 to 2002. The statement of the problem of the thesis is 

why Track Two Diplomacy was chosen as a suitable mechanism to manage the 

conflict and to what extent was this experiment successful and effective. The 

objectives of the study are as follows: firstly, to examine the reasons for the 

deployment of Track Two Diplomacy as a mechanism of conflict management 

and Indonesian support for the workshop; secondly, to investigate the process, 

outcomes and effectiveness of the workshop. This research employs the 

qualitative method whereby a case study of the workshop is undertaken. Both 

primary and secondary data are analyzed. Theories used in this research are 

Constructivism which provides understanding on how socialization, identity and 

norms guide behaviour of states and Functionalism which stresses on promoting 

cooperation to enhance peace. The significance of this study is to suggest ways in 

which Track Two Diplomacy can be usefully deployed in managing conflicts in 

the South China Sea and elsewhere. The findings of this study are as follows: 

firstly, the interactive process of dialogue developed by the workshop has been 

able to create a sense of community and norms building. Secondly, the workshop 

succeeded to establish functional cooperation in less sensitive issues. Thirdly, the 

workshop further enhanced the concept of Track Two Diplomacy. Finally, the 

workshop was able to maintain peace in the region as indicated by absence of 

major military conflict since 1990. 

 

Key words: Constructivism; Functionalism; Indonesia; South China Sea; Track 

Two Diplomacy.   
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ABSTRAK 

 

 

Kawasan Laut China Selatan  telah menjadi zon konflik di rantau Asia Tenggara 

pada tahun 1970-an. Kawasan ini sangat strategik dalam aspek laluan laut antara 

bangsa dan juga kaya dengan sumber hidup dan bukan hidup. Sejak tahun 1970-

an, kawasan ini dituntut oleh enam buah negara iaitu China, Taiwan, Filipina, 

Vietnam, Malaysia dan Brunei. Namun, tidak wujud satu forum rasmi pada masa 

itu, seperti ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) bagi membolehkan konflik ditangani. 

Oleh itu, Diplomasi Laluan Kedua telah diguna pakai untuk menguruskan konflik 

melalui satu siri pertemuan yang bertajuk “Bengkel Pengurusan Konflik di Laut 

China Selatan” yang disokong oleh Indonesia dari tahun 1990 hingga 2002. 

Permasalahan kajian dalam tesis ini tertumpu kepada persoalan sebab utama 

Diplomasi Laluan Kedua dipilih sebagai mekanisme yang sesuai untuk 

menguruskan konflik dan sejauh manakah kejayaan dan keberkesanannya. 

Objektif kajian ini ialah untuk meneliti sebab Diplomasi Laluan Kedua digunakan 

sebagai mekanisme pengurusan konflik dan sokongan Indonesia terhadap bengkel 

berkenaan. Seterusnya, objektif kajian ialah untuk mengkaji proses, hasil dan 

keberkesanan bengkel yang dilaksanakan. Kajian ini menggunakan kaedah 

kualitatif dan kajian kes terhadap bengkel yang dilaksanakan. Kedua-dua data 

primer dan sekunder akan dianalisa. Teori yang digunakan dalam kajian ini 

merupakan teori Konstruktivisme yang memberikan pemahaman tentang cara 

sosialisasi, identiti dan norma yang membimbing tingkah laku sesebuah negara 

dan teori Fungsionalisme yang menekankan kerjasama untuk meningkatkan 

kedamaian. Kepentingan kajian ini adalah untuk mencadangkan cara pelaksanaan 

Diplomasi Laluan Kedua yang bermanfaat dalam menangani konflik di Laut 

China Selatan dan di tempat lain. Hasil kajian ini antara lain menunjukkan proses 

dialog interaktif yang dibangunkan daripada bengkel ini yang dapat mewujudkan 

semangat komuniti dan pembangunan norma. Kedua, bengkel yang dilaksanakan 

telah berjaya mewujudkan fungsi kerjasama dalam isu yang kurang sensitif. 

Ketiga, bengkel tersebut berjaya meningkatkan konsep Diplomasi Laluan Kedua. 

Akhir sekali, pelaksanaan bengkel juga dapat mengekalkan keamanan di rantau ini 

yang terbukti melalui ketiadaan konflik ketenteraan semenjak tahun 1990. 

 

Kata kunci: Konstruktivisme; Fungsionalisme; Indonesia; Laut China Selatan; 

Diplomasi Laluan Kedua. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

1.1. Background 

Conflict is inevitable in inter-state relations, but there is always an opportunity for 

cooperation among the conflicting parties to build everlasting peace. Many 

parties, including states, have made efforts to solve their conflict. However, some 

of these efforts have succeeded and others were stuck in deadlock, especially on 

the complicated conflict. In essence, a complicated conflict is a complex and acute 

conflict in which the parties involved resist to de-escalate or resolve the conflict 

(Coleman, 2000). It is triggered by interlinked factors such as economy, politics, 

ethnicity, sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction. States are reluctant to enter into 

official negotiations (Track One Diplomacy) in such conflict fearing the 

possibility of losing their sovereignty or autonomy (Kemper, 2007). Therefore, 

unofficial negotiation (Track Two Diplomacy) is needed to aid the process of 

finding a solution to the conflict as well as transforming it into policy via Track 

One Diplomacy. Furthermore, Track Two Diplomacy enables the conflicting 

parties to socialize new perspective ideas; to provide alternative norms and to 

shape common identity as well as to propose cooperation actions (Kaye, 2005). 
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