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ABSTRACT

Research in textbook and materias evaluaion which was the mgor focus in many ELT

published articles and books in the 1980s are il lacking, even though one cannot deny its
important role when choosing an appropriate text for any particular language course. Inthis
thesis, | will present the outcome of my attempt on using a forma evauative checklist

(based on Tucker's (1975) and William’s (1983) textbook evauation scheme) with the
Mdaysan teachers on sx different Form One textbooks. The mini textbook evauation
survey ams to find out the values of the new English textbooks (which are written and
published under the recently implemented KBSM curriculum) and how they compare with
one another, after being used for about six years with the Form One pupils (hence, a
summative evauation).

33 teachers from 12 different schools throughout four states in Mdaysa have participated
and give thar full cooperation by completing a Textbook Evduation Form-cum-—
Questionnaire. 35 criteria in the checklist serves as the main evauative framework which
have been adapted to suit the Malaysian educational context.

On the overdl, this research has been a very rewarding experience for me, as it not only
finds out how the Form One KBSM English textbooks fare with one another in the
assessment, as well as shedding us with some light on the communicative potentid of the
books with the pupils needs. The research, which in away, is an experimenta application
of Tucker's evauative scheme, has aso taught me much on the development of textbook
evaudive framework and its importance to teechers, even though they may not be actively
involved in the selection of their textbooks, as Maaysian teachers are.
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MALAYSIAN TEACHERS EVALUATION OF FORM ONE (KBSM)

ENGLISH TEXTBOOKS: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION

With the plethora of coursebooks available a present in the market for English language
learners, it is not surprising if teechers, or course planners dike, find the task of selecting
the appropriate book for their sudents difficult  be it a proper coursebook or only as a
supplementary. This is because, as most ESL/EFL (English as a Second/Foreign Language)
teachers are fully aware, the role of textbook is actudly very important as it embodies the
core of the English language course itsdf - the content/syllabus, aims, values, and perhaps,
most importantly, the current pedagogica gpproach and learning theories behind it. (Dubin

1978; van Els, et a, 1984:Low, 1989).

This is especidly more evident when the published materid is intended to be the core
textbook, and not merely as a supplementary. Teachers, as well as students, are known to
be quite dependent on the use of textbook as their point of reference, ether in classrooms
or for revison, as ther English syllabus usudly revolves around it. It is not surprising then
when Dubin (1978: 128) describes the textbook as the “basic ingredient in language courses’.
This consequently requires teachers (and whoever is in the textbook sdlection committee)
to be exceptionally sdective when choosing a textbook, especidly when there is a wide
selection to choose from. The book selector has also to consider many factors that the book
must meet such as the objectives of the course and the curriculum, the needs of the students,
the course duration, the alocated budget, and many more. To sum it al up, choosng an
gppropriate textbook can be likened to making a sound investment, as highlighted by

Sheldon (1988:237):
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