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Abstract of Project Paper in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Science Management.

HOME ENVIRONMENT AND
ACHIEVEMENT IN ENGLISH

By

SABRI BIN ABDULLAH

NOVEMBER 1998

This study was basically an attempt to obtain an insight into the pattern of
relationships among students’ achievement in English and home
environment variables. Specifically, the study aimed to determine the
relationship of each of the home environment variables to students’
achievement in English and the combined effect of the various home
environment variables on students’ achievement in English. This study
was conducted in six secondary schools in District of Pasir Mas, Kelantan.
A total of 400 students (i.e. 149 boys and 251 girls) from Form Four
Science, Commerce and Arts streams were involved. The independent
variable in this study was home environmet. The analysis of data was
based on one set of questionnaire, i.e. , the home environment
questionnaire. The dependent variable in this study was student
achievement in the PMR English examination. From the results of the
study and a review of literature, it is inferred that the independent variable
studied had considerable influence on the dependent variable. The study
also revealed that the three home environment variables combined
explained 60.6 % of the total variance in English achievement; the best
single predictor of English achievement was parental attitudes and
expectations; and a substantial amount of variance in English
achievement remained unexplained. The findings have significant long-
term implications for English teaching and learning in Malaysian schools.
In view of the importance of home environment brought to light by this
study, it is recommended that parents need to be kept informed of the
objectives and implications of English programmes in schools so that they
can provide a supportive environment at home which may help their
children do well in English. As the study is a survey based only on the use
of self-report questionnaire on home environment, information gathered
from the questionnaire though valuable is relatively limited. Therefore it is



recommended that a follow-up study be carried out using a more precise
measure and should include a check of the self-reports against actual

observations and interviews with teachers, parents and students.



Abstrak Kertas Projek sebagai memenuhi sebahagian daripada keperluan
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PERSEKITARAN RUMAH
DAN PENCAPAIAN BAHASA INGGERIS

Oleh
SABRI BIN ABDULLAH

NOVEMBER 1998

Kajian ini pada dasarnya adalah percubaan untuk memperoleh gambaran
tentang bentuk pertalian terhadap pencapaian pelajar dalam mata
pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris dengan pembolehubah persekitaran rumah.
Khususnya, kajian ini bertujuan untuk memastikan pertalian tiap-tiap
permboienuban persekilaran rumah dengan pencapaian pelajar dalam
maia peiajaran Bahasa inggeris seria kesan gabungan pemboiehuban-
pemboiehubah persekiiaran rumahn ternadap pencapaian peiajar daiam
mata peiajaran Bahasa Inggeris. Kajian ni telah dijalankan di enam buah
sekolah menengah di Jajahan Pasir Mas, Kelantan. Seramai 400 orang
pelajar (terdiri daripada 149 pelajar lelaki dan 251 pelajar perempuan) dari
Tingkatan Empat Sains, Perdagangan dan Sastera telah terlibat.
Pembolehubah tak bersandar ialah persekitaran rumah. Penganalisisan
data didasarkan pada salu set soaiseiidik, iaitu soalselidik persekitaran
rumah. Sementara pembolehubah bersandar pula ialah pencapaian
pelajar daiam mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris bagi peperiksaan Penilaian
Menegah Rendah. Berdasarkan kepada keputusan kajian dan kajian-
kajian yang berkaitan, ianya boleh dirumuskan bahawa pembolehubah tak
bersandar mempunyai pengaruh yang agak kuat terhadap pembolehubah
bersandar. Kajian ini juga menunjukkan bahawa pembolehubah
persekitaran rumah menerangkan 60.6% daripada jumlah varian
pemboiehubah bersandar dalam pencapaian Bahasa Inggeris; sikap dan
ekspektasi ibu bapa merupakan penunjuk yang paling baik dalam
pencapaian Bahasa Inggeris; dan baki jumlah varian pencapaian dalam
Bahasa Inggeris yang ada masih tidak dapat diterangkan. Dapatan kajian
mempunyai implikasi jangka panjang yang signifikan dalam pengajaran
dan pembelajaran Bahasa Inggeris di sekolah-sekolah di Malaysia. Oleh
sebab itu dalam kajian ini dicadangkan bahawa ibu bapa periu diberitahu
tentang objektif dan implikasi program-program Bahasa Inggeris di
sekolah-sekolah supaya mereka dapat memberikan kerjasama dalam
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menyediakan persekitaran yang sesuai untuk membantu kejayaan anak-
anak mereka dalam mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris. Kajian ini hanya
berdasarkan kepada soalselidik laporan kendiri ke atas persekitaran
rurmah. Makiumat yang diperolehi adalah terhad. Oleh itu, adalah
dicadangkan kajian seterusnya periu menggunakan ukuran yang iebih
tepat serta mengadakan pemerhatian dan temuduga dengan guru-guru,
ibu bapa dan pelajar-pelajar.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Role and Status of English in Malaysia

English plays an important role in Malaysia and today it is officially
described as ‘an effective second language’ (Platt and Weber, 1980: 162),
a position reflected in the fact that it is taught from the first year of all
primary schools. The reason for this status is largely historical: Until
1982, in many schools and most of the tertiary institutions, English was
the medium of instructions. Hence, large numbers of Malaysians over the
age of twenty five have had the major part of their education in this
language and use it almost as well as they use Bahasa Malaysia, Chinese

or Tamil.

An important phase in the planning and development of the new
English Language curriculum in Malaysia is being represented in the
1980's. By this time the gradual process of changing the medium of

instruction from English to Bahasa Malaysia has reached the tertiary level.



The contents of
the thesis is for
internal user
only



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Anna Van Rhee (1982) “Teacher Expectations and Student Performance.”
M.A. Thesis, National University of Singapore.

Aroonrungruang, Pensri (1979) “An Effect of Parents’ Socio-economic
Status on Their Children’s Academic Achievement.” M.A Thesis,
University of Chulalongkorn, Bangkok.

Asiah Abu Samah (1977) “A Study of Sociological Factors Affecting
Language Development of Primary School Children” MA.
Dissertation, University of Malaya.

Barnick, J.M. and Arbuckle, D.S. (1962) A Study of the Relationship
Between Parental Acceptance and the Academic Achievement of
Adolescents. The Journal of Educational Research, 50(3): 148.

Becher, R M. (1985) Parent involvement and Reading Achievement: A
Review of Research and Implications For Practice. Childhood
Education, 62: 44 — 50.

Bialystok, E. (1978) A Theoretical Model of Second Language Learning.
Language Learning, 28. 69 — 83.

Burstall, C., Jamieson, M., Cohen, S. and Hargreaves, M. (1974) Primary
French in the Balance. Windsor: NFER Publishing Company.

Carver, D. (1984) Plans, lLearner Strategies and Self Direction in
Language Learning. System, 12(2): 123 - 131.

Chutangkorn, Piyaporn {(1977) “The Relationship Between Social Factors
and Academic Achievement of the Seventh Grade Students.” M.A.
Thesis, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.

Cohen, A and Hosenfeld, C. (1981) Some Uses of Mentalistic Data in
Second Language Research. Language Learning, 31: 285 — 313.

Cohen, E. (1972) Parental Factors in Educational Mobility. in Craft, M.
(Ed.), Family, Class and Education. London: Longman.

84



Curry, R.L. (1962) The Effect of Socio-economic Status on the Scholastic
Achievement of Sixth Grade Children. British Journal of Education
Psychology, 32: 46 — 49.

Cummins, J. (1986) Empowering Minority Students. Harvard Education
Review, 56. 18 — 36.

Cummins, J. (1979) Linguistic Independence and the Educational
Development of Bilingual Children. Review of Educational
Research, 49. 222 - 251.

Dale, R.R. and Griffith, S. (1965) Downstream Failure in the Grammar
School, London: Routiedge & Keagan Paul.

D’ Angllejan, A. (1978) Language Learning In and Out of Classroom. In
J.C. Richards (Ed.) Understanding Second and Foreign Language
Learming. New York: Newbury House Publishers, 218 — 237.

Dulay, H., Marina, B. and Stephen, K. {1982) Language Two. New York:
Oxford University Press.

Durkin, D. {1961) Children Who Read Early, New York: Teachers
College Press.

Ervin-Tripp, S. (1964) Analysis of the Intersection of Language, Topic
and Listener. American Anthropoiogist, 66. 86 — 102.

Fraser, ED. (1973} Home Environment and The School. London:
University of London Press Ltd.

Fraser, ED. (1959) Council For Research in Education. London:
University of London Press Ltd.

Gan, S.L. (1978) “Relationships Between Home Environment, Study
Behaviour and Achievement in Science of Secondary Pupils in Two
Selected Schools in Kuala Lumpur.” M.Ed. Dissertation, University
of Malaya.

Gardner, R.C. (1979) Social Psychological Aspects of Second Language

Acquisition. In H. Giles and R. St. Clair (Eds.), lLanguage and
Social Psychology. Oxford: Basit Blackwell.

85



Gardner, R.C. (1968) A Survey of Attitudes of Educators of American
Indian Children. Research Bulletin, 66, University of Western
Ontario, Montreal.

Gardner, R.C. (1960) “Variables in Second Language Acquisition.” Ph.D.
Dissertation, McGili University.

Greaney, V. (1968) Parental Influences on Reading. The Reading
Teacher, 39: 813 - 818.

Greenberg, JW. and Davidson, HH (1973) Home Background and
School Achievement of Black Urban Ghetto Children. Sociology of
Education Abstracts, 9(1). 24.

Hamton, D.E. (1985) “The Effects of Television Viewing on Reading
Achievement and Leisure Time Reading.” Ph.D. Dissertation,
University of Georgia.

Kahl, J.A. (1953) Educational and Occupational Aspirations of Common
Man Boys. The Harvard Educational Review, 23: 186 — 203.

Karmiloff-Smith, A. (1986) Stage/Structure Versus Phase/Process in
Modeliing Linguistic and Cognitive Development. In Levin, . (Ed),
Stage and Structure: Reopening the Debate. Norwood, N.J.:
Ablex.

Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia (1989) “KBSM Huraian Sukatan
Pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris Tingkatan IV.” Kuala Lumpur: Dewan
Bahasa & Pustaka.

Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia (1973} “Laporan Jawatankuasa di
atas Kajian Pendapat Mengenai Pendidikan dan Masyarakat”™ (The
Dropout Study). Kuala Lumpur: Bahagian Perancangan dan
Penyelidikan dan Jabatan Perangkaan.

Keeves, J.P. (1975) The Home, The School and Achievement in
Mathematics and Science. Science Education, 59(4). 439 — 4860,

Levenstein, P. (1970) Cognitive Growth in Preschoolers Through Verbal
Interaction With Mother. American Journal of Orthopsy Chiatry, 40
(Oct): 426 — 432.

Long, M.H. and Richards, J.C. (1989) Methodology in TESOL.
Singapore: Harper & Row.

86



Marjoribanks, K. (1974) Family Environments. In H.J. Walberg (Ed.),
Educational Environments and Effects. Berkeley, McGuthan, 15 -
37.

McLaughlin, B. (1987} Second Language Acquisition in Childhood.
London: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Milner, E.LA. (1951) A Study of the Relationship Between Reading
Readiness in Grade One Children and Patterns of Parent-Child
Interaction. Child Development, 22: 95 - 112.

Ng, J.S. (1969) “The Relationship Between Socio-economic Status and
Academic Achievement in Penang.” M.Ed. Dissertation, University
of Sydney.

Oller, JW. and Kyle, P. (1978) Intelligence and Language Proficiency
as a Source of Variance in Self-Reported Affective Variables.
Language Learning, 28(1): 85 - 97.

O'Malley, J.M., Chamot, A.U., Manzares, G.S., Russo, R.P. and Kupper,
L. (1985) Learning Strategy Applications With Students of English
as a Second Language. TESOL Quarterly, 19(3): 557 — 583.

Piatt, J. and Weber, H. (1980) English in Singapore and Malaysia.
Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press.

Plowden Report (1967) Children and Their Primary Schools Central
Advisory Council for Education (England) London 2, p. 181.

Politzer, R.L. and McGroarty, M. (1985) An Exploratory Study of
Learning Behaviours and Their Relationship to Gains in Linguistic
and Communicative Competence. TESOL Quarterly, 19 (March):
103 -170.

Saegart, J., Scott, M., Perkins, J. and Tucker, G. (1974) A Note on the
Relationship Between English Proficiency, Years of Language
Study and Medium of Instruction. Language Learning, 24(1): 99 —
104.

Sangsri, Sumalee (1977) "The Relationship Between Academic
Achievement and Home Environment of Early Secondary Level
Students in Educational Zone 6. M.A. Dissertation, Chulalongkorn
University.

87



Sarjit Singh, J. (1980) Higher Education and Social Mobility: The Role of
The University of Malaya. South East Asian Journal of Social
Science, 7. 1-2.

Schaefer, E.S. (1972) Parents As Educators: Evidence from Cross-
sectiona!, Longitudinal and Intervention Research. Young Children,
27: 227 - 239.

Schumann, J.J. (1984) Acculturation Model: The Evidence. In Current
Approaches to Second Acquisition. Symposium Conducted at the
University of Wisconsin — Milwaukee.

Schumann, J.J. (1978) The Acculturation Model for Second Language
Acquisition. In R.C. Gingras (Ed.), Second Language Acquisition
and Foreign Language Teaching. Ariington: Center for Applied
Linguistics.

Sim, HK. (1979) “Case Studies of Successful Bilingual Students.” M.A.
Dissertation, RELC, Singapore.

Spolsky, B. (1985) Formulating a Theory of Second Language Learning.
Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 7: 269 — 288.

Stauble, A.M. (1980) Acculturation and Second Language Acquisition. in
Krashen, S. and Scarcella, R. (Eds.), Issues in Second Language
Research. Rowley, MA: Newbury House.

Stern, HH. (1983) Fundamental Conceptis of Language Teaching.
London: Oxford University Press.

Stodgill, RM. (1949) Parental Attitudes and Mental Hygiene Standards.
In Del Solar, C., Parents and Teachers View on the Child. New
York: Bureau of Publication, Columbia University.

Super, DE. (1960) Interest. Encyclopedia of Educational Research.
New York: Harris, Ed. Macmillan Company.

Tucker, G.R. (1977) Can a Second Language be Taught? In H. Douglas

Brown, Carlos A. Yario and Ruth H. Crymes (Eds.), On TESOL
1977, Washington D.C.. TESOL 1977: 14 - 30.

88



Upsher, JA. (1968) Four Experiments on Relation Between Foreign
Language Teaching and Learning. Language Learning, 18(1): 111
- 124.

Wesche, M.B. (1979) Leamning Behaviours of Successful Adult Students
on Intensive Language Training. Canadian Modern Language
Review, 35. 415 - 427.

Widdowson, H.G. (1978) Teaching Language as Communication.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Williams, P.A Haertel, E.H., Hoertel, G.H. and Walberg, H.J. {1982) The
Impact of Leisure-Time Television on Schoo! Learning: A Research
Synthesis. American Educational Research Journal, 19: 19 — 50.

Wong-Filimore, L. and Swain, M. (1984) “Child Second Language
Development: Views From the Field on Theory and Research’
Paper presented at the TESOL Convention on Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages at Houston Unversity, Texas, 21 —
23 March 1984.

89





