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ABSTRACT 

The last 16 years (1999-2015) has witnessed renewed hope about the revival of 
democracy in Nigeria. The successful return to democratically elected government 
was widely applauded and supported by the majority of citizens. This was due to 
the difficulties of many years under military rule, which lasted from December 
1983 to 1999. Prior to that, the military had intervened shortly after the 
independence in 1960. The military captured power on 15th January 1966 and ruled 
Nigeria uninterrupted up to 1979. The successful return to democracy was 
accompanied by hopes and expectations by the majority of the citizen due to the 
fact that the country's development remains dismal, especially in the rural areas. 
This study, therefore, attempts to assess the democratic government and its impacts 
on rural development in Nigeria with Taraba State as a case study. The 
methodology adopted to achieve these objectives was mixed method, in which both 
the quantitative and qualitative data were obtained through survey questionnaires, 
interviews and focus group discussion respectively. Correlation coefficient and 
simple linear regression were used to analyze the quantitative data. While Nvivo 
qualitative software was used to analyze interviews and focus group discussion. It 
was found that democracy was considered the best form of government, but stunted 
due to the exhibited behaviours of the political leaders; who ran short of the ideal 
practices and values of a democratic system. Hence, democracy was not fully 
imbibed and therefore in deficit. Moreover, there is imbalanced political power and 
financial autonomy among the levels of government, especially the Local 
Government, which is much closer to rural people. The consequences of this 
resulted in poverty, inequality, deprivations, illiteracy and denial of basic 
infrastructural services to the rural folk, thereby pushing the people deeper and 
deeper into underdevelopment. It was recommended amongst other factors that 
leaders should imbibe the values of being patriotic and adhere to democratic ideals. 
Similarly, there is a need for an urgent amendment of some constitutional 
provisions that hamper the political and financial autonomy of the lower levels of 
government (State and Local government) for effective delivery of public service 
especially at the rural areas. These will go a long way to address the myriads of 
rural problems and general development in Nigeria. 

Keywords: Democratic Government, Rural Development, Rural Communities, 
Taraba State. 
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ABSTRAK 

Sepanjang 16 tahun yang terakhir (1999-2015) telah menyaksikan pembaharuan 
harapan berkenaan kebangkitan semula demokrasi di Nigeria. Kejayaan dalam 
mengembalikan kerajaan yang dipilih secara demokratik telah mendapat sokongan 
dan pujian secara meluas oleh majoriti rakyat. Ini disebabkan oleh kesukaran­
kesukaran yang dialami di bawah pemerintahan tentera yang bertahan selama 
bertahun-tahun dari Disember 1983 hingga 1999. Sebelum itu, pihak tentera juga 
telah campur tangan sejurus selepas kemerdekaan pada 1960. Mereka merampas 
kuasa pada 15 Januari 1966 dan berterusan memerintah sehingga tahun 1979. 
Kejayaan dalam mengembalikan sistem demokrasi disertai oleh harapan dan 
jangkaan majoriti rakyat yang dibelenggu oleh hakikat bahawa pembangunan 
negara masih suram, terutamanya di kawasan luar bandar. Kajian ini dilakukan 
untuk meniiai kerajaan demokratik dan kesannya terhadap pembangunan luar 
bandar di Nigeria yang mana negeri Taraba diambil sebagai kajian kes. Kaedah 
yang digunakan untuk mencapai objektif kajian adalah kaedah penyelidikan 
campuran, di mana kedua-dua data kuantitatif dan kualitatif diperolehi melalui soal 
selidik, temu bual dan perbincangan berkumpulan terfokus. Pekali korelasi dan 
regresi linear mudah telah digunakan untuk menganalisa data kuantitatif. 
Sementara itu perisian kualitatif NVivo digunakan untuk menganalisa temu bual 
dan perbincangan berkumpulan terfokus. Hasil kajian mendapati bahawa 
demokrasi merupakan bentuk kerangka kerajaan yang terbaik, namun tercemar 
disebabkan oleh tingkah laku yang dipamerkan oleh pemimpin-pemimpin politik; 
tersasar jauh daripada amalan ideal dan nilai-nilai sistem demokrasi. Oleh itu, 
sistem demokrasi tidak dipraktikkan sepenuhnya malah menzahirkan kecacatan. 
Selain itu, terdapat ketidakseimbangan kuasa politik dan autonomi kewangan di 
peringkat Kerajaan Tempatan, yang mana ia sangat dekat dengan penduduk luar 
bandar. Keadaaan ini menyebabkan kemiskinan, ketidaksamaan, kekurangan 
keperluan asas, buta huruf dan penafian kemudahan infrastruktur asas kepada 
penduduk luar bandar, sekaligus menyebabkan masyarakat luar bandar semakin 
mundur dan terkebelakang. Adalah disyorkan di kalangan pemimpin untuk 
melengkapkan diri dengan faktor-faktor lain seperti nilai patriotik dan memenuhi 
idea demokrasi. Begitu juga, terdapat keperluan untuk pindaan segera beberapa 
peruntukan perlembagaan yang menghalang autonomi politik dan kewangan di 
peringkat yang lebih rendah dalam kerajaan (Kerajaan Negeri dan Tempatan) bagi 
meningkatkan keberkesanan penyampaian perkhidmatan awam terutamanya di 
kawasan luar bandar. Ini akan memberi impak yang lebih besar dalam menangani 
pelbagai masalah luar bandar dan pembangunan secara umum di Nigeria. 

Kata kunci: Kerajaan Demokratik, Pembangunan Luar Bandar, Komuniti Luar 
Bandar, Negeri Taraba. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background to the Study 

Democracy as system of government has gained international acceptance across the 

continents of the world, irrespective of the political or economic ideology. Its basic 

principle are perceived as that which represents people's interest. Omotoso (2013) 

asserts that democracy is adjudged the best form of government all over the world. 

This is because of its positive attributes and the perception of citizens' regarding 

the benefits of a democratic system, which includes participation in governance, 

transparency and accountability. 

According to Igwe (2010) democracy is accepted globally as a refined system of 

government which places much premium on human personality and rule of law. 

Because of the role it plays in development and modernization scholars and public 

commentators' call for its enthronement as the best governance option to move a 

society forward. It is in this light that every responsible government, most notably 

the democratically enthroned ones, should be responsive to meeting the yearnings 

and aspirations of their citizens. This has been corroborated by Ogbudinkpa (1980) 

when he stated that government at all levels the world over, is the guardian of life 

and property of the people. Therefore, it must do all that lay within its powers to 

serve their interest regardless of the area in which people as citizens live. 
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APPENDIX I: QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY 

GAZALI SHAFIE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT 
UNIVERSITI UT ARA MALAYSIA 

Dear Respondent, 

I am a PhD (Public Administration) student of Ghazali Shafie Graduate School of 

Government, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) conducting a research survey on 

Democratic Government and Rural Development in Nigeria: A Study of Taraba 

State. You are hereby kindly solicited to give your objective opinion on the subject 

matter. 

You are assured that, your response will be treated with utmost confidentiality, as 

the exercise is strictly for academic purposes. 

Thank you for your willingness to participate in this survey study. 

PhD Candidate 
Madu Abdulrazak Yuguda, 

Main Supervisor 
Assoc. Prof Dr. Rohana Yusof 

Co-Supervisor 
Dr Suyatno 
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Section A: Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents. Please Tick (✓) 
where applicable 

1. Gender: 

l. Male ( ) 2. Female ( ) 

2. Age: 

1. 15-30() 2.31-45() 3.46-60() 4.61&above() 

3. Marital Status: 

1. Married ( ) 2. Single ( ) 3. Others ( ) 

4. Educational Qualification: 

l. FSCL ( ) 2. SSCE/HSC ( ) 3. OND/NCE ( ) 4. BSc/HND ( ) 

I 5. PGS ( ) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

5. Occupation: 

1. Farmer ( ) 2. Public Servant ( ) 3. Private Business ( ) 

4. Community Leader ( ) 5. Others ( ) 

Section B: Structured Questions 

The questions below are intended to explore democratic government and rural 

development in Nigeria. For each question, a scale has been provided with 5 

(Strongly Agree) as the highest and 1 (Strongly Disagree) as the lowest. The value 

of the scale 1-5 is indicated below: 

Strongly Disagree (D) Neutral (N) Agree (A) Strongly 
Disagree Agree (SA) 
(SD) 

1 2 3 4 5 
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1. Perception and Attitudes Towards Democracy 

PATD Statement SD D 

PATD 1 Democracy is the best form of 1 2 

government 

PATD2 Democracy allows my right to 1 2 

be protected 

PATD3 Democracy tells me what my 1 2 

rights are 

PATD4 Democracy is the bridge 1 2 

between the rural people and 

the government 

PATD5 There is correlation between 1 2 

democracy and the rural 

people 

PATD6 People have benefited most 1 2 

from democracy in Taraba 

state 

PATD7 Democracy enhances 1 2 
development 

PATD8 I am satisfied with the 1 2 
democratic role in bringing 

development to my local 
community 

PATD9 Democracy encourages 1 2 

formation of community 

organizations 

PATDlO Democracy allows people to l 2 

influence government policies 

towards development of their 

areas. 
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N A SA 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 

3 4 5 
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2. Democratic government and effective implementation of 
rural development programmes 

DIRD Statement SD D N A 

DIRD 1 Political office holders are 1 2 3 4 

committed to implementing 

rural development 

programmes 

DIRD2 Rural development 1 2 3 4 

programmes are effectively 

implemented under 

democratic government 

DIRD 3 Rural communities are 1 2 3 4 

carried along in 

implementing rural 

development programmes 

DIRD4 The rural development 1 2 3 4 
programmes has impacted 

on the lives of the rural 

people 

DIRD5 Democracy set standard 1 2 3 4 
criteria/strategy for effective 

implementation of rural 

development programmes 

DIRD6 Rural development I 2 3 4 

programmes are laudable 

but marred with 

implementation problems 

DIRD7 Democracy ensures effective 1 2 3 4 

coordination of 

implementing Rural 

development programmes 
among all levels of 

govenunent 
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5 

5 

5 
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DIRD 8 There is public confidence 1 2 3 4 5 

in the effectiveness of 

democratic government and 
its political leadership 
towards rural development 

3. Democratic government performance to achieving rural development 

DPRD Statement SD D N A SA 

DPRD 1 Democracy has provided 1 2 3 4 5 
rural infrastructural 

development 

DPRD2 Democracy has provided 1 2 3 4 5 

rural health medical 
facilities 

DPRD3 Democratic government 1 2 3 4 5 
provides rural human 
empowerments and job 
creation 

DPRD4 Democratic government 1 2 3 4 5 
provides access to efficient 
education 

DPRD5 Democratic government 1 2 3 4 5 

improves agricultural 
development 

DPRD6 Democracy improves the 1 2 3 4 5 

general wellbeing of the 
rural populace 

DPRD7 People have confidence on l 2 3 4 5 

the ability of democratic 
government to solve the 
main problems confronting 
rural communities and in 

their ability to influence it 
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4. Nigerian political arrangements and rural development 

NPRD Statement SD D N A 

NPRD l Nigerian political l 2 3 4 
arrangement negatively 

affects rural development 

NPRD2 The sub-central tiers of 1 2 3 4 

government (state/LG) are 
independent from the 

centre (federal) 

NPRD3 The sub-central tier of 1 2 3 4 
government has power 
and resources to carry out 
rural development 

NPRD4 There is effective and 1 2 3 4 
extensive cooperation and 
coordination of 
government at the most 
level with rural 
communities in the 
formation and 
implementation of policy 
and service provision to 

rural areas 

NPRD5 All levels of government 1 2 3 4 
are subjected to free and 
fair electoral 
authorization, criteria of 
openness, accountability 
and responsiveness in 
their operations 

NPRD6 State/ Local government 1 2 3 4 
joint account improves 
significantly on rural 

development 
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S R Id ura eve opmen t 
RD Statement SD 

RD 1 Adequate rural I 
infrastructural 

development 

RD2 Effective rural health 1 

medical facilities 

RD3 Provision rural human 1 

empowerments andjob 

creation 

RD4 Provision access to 1 

efficient education 

RDS Agricultural development 1 

RD6 Improving the general 1 
wellbeing of rural populace 

RD7 Participation of rural 1 
people in decisions and 

policy 

Thank you for accepting to participate in this study 
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2 3 4 5 
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2 3 4 5 

2 3 4 5 
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2 3 4 5 
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APPENDIX II: INTERVIEW GUIDE 

1. What is your general perception about democracy? 

2. Do you regard democracy as the best form of government? 

3. What kind of benefits do you think democracy bring to rural communities in 

Taraba state within the last 16 years? 

4. Do you believe that there is correlation between democracy and rural 

development? 

5. Who do you think benefited most from democracy among political office 

holders and the rural people and how? 

6. What are views as regards saying that, democracy enhances development? 

7. How satisfied are you with the democratic role in bringing development to 

your community? 

8. Do you believe that, rural people influence government policies towards 

development of their areas? 

9. How can you assess the level of commitments of political office holders in 

implementing rural development programmes? 

I 0. Does government effectively implement rural development programmes? 

11. Do you think rural people are carried along in implementing rural 

development programmes? 

12. What are your views on the sayings that, the rural development programmes 

are laudable, but are marred with implementation problems? If yes what 

would you suggest as the best strategy to ensure effective implementation? 

13. What is your level of confidence on democratic government towards rural 

development? 
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14. How can you assess the provision of rural infrastructures in your locality 

under democracy? 

15. Do your community been provided with adequate and functional health 

facilities? 

16. What can you say about democratic government providing rural human 

empowerment and job creation? 

17. What is your assessment on rural access to education? 

18. Taraba State is one of the most agrarian states in Nigeria. Do government 

supports and improves agricultural development in your area? 

19. Do you thing the current political arrangements of Federal, State and Local 

affects grassroots development/rural development? 

20. Do you feel that, there is effective cooperation and coordination at all levels 

of government towards formation and implementations of policies and 

service provision to rural areas? 

21. Do you believe that sub-central tiers (State/LG) government has power and 

resources to carry out rural developments? 

22. In your opinion, what are the best possible ways that can strengthen 

democratic government toward achieving effective rural development? 

Thank you for your participation in this study. 
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I APENDIX III: SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION USING KREJCIE AND 

MORGAN TABLE 

I N s N s N s 
10 10 220 140 1210 291 

I 15 14 230 144 1'.:lJO 297 
20 19 240 148 14)0 302 
25 24 250 152 1500 306 

I 
30 28 260 155 ltlJO 310 
35 32 270 159 l 'ilJ0 313 
40 36 280 162 1800 317 

I 
45 40 290 165 19)0 320 
50 44 300 169 2000 322 
55 48 320 175 rm 327 

I 
60 52 340 181 24JO 331 
65 56 360 186 2600 335 
70 59 380 191 2800 338 

I 
75 63 400 196 3000 341 
80 66 420 201 3500 346 
85 70 440 205 40JO 351 
90 73 460 210 4500 354 

I 95 76 480 214 5000 357 
100 80 500 217 6000 361 
110 86 550 226 7000 364 

I 120 92 600 234 8000 367 
130 97 650 242 9(00 368 
140 103 700 248 l0OJO 370 

I 150 108 750 254 15000 375 
160 113 800 260 20(00 377 
170 118 850 265 30000 379 

I 180 123 900 269 40(00 380 
190 127 950 274 50(00 381 
200 132 1000 278 75000 382 

I 210 136 1100 285 1000(00 384 
Note .-Nis p:,pulation size. Sis samp.e size. 

Source: Krejcie & Morgan, 1970 
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APPENIDIX IV: INTERVIEW PICTURES 

An interview with on of the Rural Community Based Organizations 

An interview with one of the Village Heads 
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I An interview with one of the Councilors 
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I An interview with one of the Local Politicians 
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An interview with one of the rural community based organizations 

An interview with one of the local Councillors 
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An interview with one of the member of academics 

An interview with one of the member of academics 
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APPENDIX V: PICTURES FOR FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

One of the sessions of focus group discussions at Karim- Lamido 

Another session of focus group discussion at Mutum Biyu Village 
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APPENDIX VI: RURAL PICTURES IN TARABA STATE NIGERIA 

Picture showing rural commercial water vendors 

Picture showing village source of water through a well 

306 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Picture showing rural road: A road connecting Karim-Lamido LGA with 

Lau LGA of Taraba State 

Picture showing village source of water through a stream 
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Picture showing a village primary school 

Rural road 
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A viallge health clinic constructed by MDGs 
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A village clinic 
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A typical village setting 
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Source of water in a village throuh a stream 

A village woman washing her cloths with a source of water throuh a stream 
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