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ABSTRACT

This research explains the meaning of humanitarian workers and the conflict zone
in which they carry out their duties to the needy. It also points out that members of
independent humanitarian organizations have less protection, legally speaking, than
most of them probably think. Two key features of their work neutrality and
independence as well as practical steps they take to implement these principles,
actually place them outside much of the protection afforded to either civilians or
authorized medical staff. Through this research, the international legal protection
currently available to independent humanitarian organizations is examined, and
consideration on whether there is scope for improvement of both the content of this
framework and respect for the same. Beyond the lack of willingness of states to do
so for political reasons, some more technical aspects should be emphasized. The
implementation of sanctions is too often seen solely through the prism of
international law, without enough attention being paid to the complexity and
diversity of municipal legal systems. The analysis and discussion also on nature,
types and aim of each aid workers as different types of aid workers need different
type of protections and the aid workers at the armed conflict areas such as in
Afghanistan, Iraq has been highlighted. This research’s objective is to analyze the
instruments applied to the personnel security in the humanitarian field of armed
conflict under or through the international humanitarian law, and to reflect the need
to take measures in order to ensure the security of the staff, so that they can indeed

reach those civilian people and act on their behalf.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The nature of humanitarian relief has changed dramatically in the past decade as
conflicts have ceased being wars between states and are now largely internal
conflicts taking place amid the anarchy of weakened or collapsed states.'
Increasingly, civilians and those who try to protect and assist them are seen as
legitimate targets for extortion, harassment, rape, and bru’cality.2 The conduct of
providing assistance while protecting the providers is the dilemma facing all

international aid organizations.3

In recent years, the number of NGO personnel who have been threatened, harmed,
or killed around the world has gained increasing attention from agencies and
organizations working in the contexts of violence or war, as well as from
international media.* Over the years, it has sparked endless debates and raised
many questions on the ability of these organizations to fulfill their mandate and

the future of humanitarian action.

' Burkle FM. Lessons learnt and future expectations of complex emergencies. BMJ

1999;319:422-6.

2 Aboutanos MB, Baker SP. Wartime civilian injuries, epidemiology and intervention strategies. J
Trauma 1997;43:719-26.

3 Thoughts for safety of aid workers in dangerous places. Lancet1999;354:609.

* “Context Matters: Identifying Micro and Macro Level Factors Contributing to NGO Insecurity,”
CCHS Human Security Bulletin, November 2003.

1
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