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Abstrak 
Penyeludupan kanak-kanak merupakan sejenis penyakit sosial di mana mangsa-
mangsanya mengalami trauma kronik yang sering melibatkan penyalahgunaan 
fizikal dan psikologikal serta kematian. Walaupun banyak kajian mengenai penyelu 
dupan manusia boleh didapati di rak-rak buku, tiada satu kajian kesusasteraan jitu 
yang meliputi pemerdagangan isu kanak-kanak secara berasingan dari 
pemerdagangan manusia. Kajian ini bertujuan untuk mempelajari persekitaran 
ekologi yang menyumbang kepada keujudan pemerdangangan kanak-kanak yang 
berterusan. Ia juga mengkaji kesan persekitaran ekologi ke atas identiti kanak-kanak 
dalam tiga novel terpilih: Novel ‘Beast of No Nation’ oleh Uzodinma Iweala, ‘Sold’ 
oleh Patricia Mccormick dan ‘Boys without Names’ oleh Kashmira Sheth. Teori 
Sistem Ekologi (EST) yang diperkenalkan oleh Bronfenbrenner telah digunakan 
sebagai sebuah kerangka teori untuk kajian ini. Sebuah pendekatan tematik yang 
dipelopori oleh Braun dan Clarke (2006) telah digunakan untuk menganalisis teks 
kesusasteraan ini. Keseluruhan dapatan kajian menunjukkan bahawa pedagang-
pedagang haram sentiasa bekerja untuk memadamkan identiti kanak-kanak yang 
diperdagangkan dan menggantikan identiti mereka dengan identiti sebagai hamba, 
struktur ekologi telah menyumbang kepada pembangunan identiti kanak-kanak yang 
diseludupi ini dan dengan mengimbau sejarah kanak-kanak yang diseludupi ini, 
mereka dapat mengembalikan identiti mereka dan menentang para pedagang haram; 
Kajian ini menggalakkan para sarjana untuk melanjutkan penyelidikan-penyelidikan 
mereka dengan melibatkan novel-novel yang telah diterbitkan selepas tahun 2010. 
Kajian ini mencadangkan bahawa terdapat keperluan untuk menyelidiki identiti dan 
harga diri para pedagang haram. Penyelidikan pada masa hadapan dirasakan perlu 
untuk memajukan dan menerokai penemuan-penemuan baru ini. Adalah penting 
untuk memberi fokus yang lebih kepada tajuk baru mengenai pemerdagangan kanak-
kanak seperti pengedaran organ kanak-kanak, pengedaran dadah oleh kanak-kanak 
dan pengedaran kanak-kanak sebagai peminta sedekah dalam Sastera Remaja atau 
dalam sastera jenis lain. Adalah perlu untuk mengkaji identiti mangsa-mangsa yang 
masih hidup. Adalah perlu untuk mengkaji identiti mangsa-mangsa yang masih 
hidup. 

Kata kunci: Ecological System Theory oleh Bronfenbrenner, Pemerdagangan 
kanak-kanak sebagai buruh, Pemerdagangan seks kanak-kanak, Pemerdagangan 
askar kanak-kanak.  
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Abstract 

Child trafficking is a social disease where its preys endure chronic trauma in which 
they usually suffer from physical and psychological abuse as well as death. Despite 
the substantial number of studies on human trafficking available on bookshelves, 
there is no exact literary study that has tackled the issue of child trafficking 
separately from human trafficking. This research aims to study the ecological 
environment that contributes to the continuous emergence of child trafficking. It also 
examines the effects of ecological environment on the identity of the children in 
three selected novels: Uzodinma Iweala's Beast of No Nation, Patricia McCormick's 
Sold and Kashmira Sheth's Boys without Names. Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological 
System Theory (EST) was used as a theoretical framework for this study. A thematic 
approach by Braun and Clarke (2006) was used to analyse these literary texts. The 
overall findings of this study show that (i)traffickers always aim to erase the identity 
of the trafficked children and replace it with the identity of slaves; (ii) ecological 
structures have contributed to the identity development of these trafficked children; 
(iii) by recalling the history of the trafficked children, they may recover their
identities and resist the traffickers. This study encourages scholars to extend their
investigations to include novels which were published after 2010. It also suggests
that there is a need to study the identity and self-esteem of traffickers. Future
research is necessary to improve and elaborate on the new findings. It is important to
focus on more new topics on child trafficking such as child organ trafficking, child
drug trafficking and child begging trafficking in Young Adult Literature or other
sorts of literature. It is necessary to study the identities of the survivals.

Keywords: Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological System Theory, Child labour trafficking, 
Child sex trafficking, Child soldier trafficking. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Slavery did not end with the abolishment of the slavery law in the 19th century 

(Craig, 2017). It carries on today and hurts human beings in every country. This 

slavery is called child trafficking or modern slavery (Rezaeian, 2016; Siller, 2016; 

Kara, 2017; Tolla & Singh, 2018). Children are coerced into sex industries, 

agriculture, mines and sweatshops (Chuang, 2010). Child trafficking breaches the 

law of human rights as set by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) (2009) that promised to protect and offer equal treatment to all and 

especially children (Simmons, Lloyd & Stewart, 2018).  

 

Records from the International Labor Organization (ILO) and Walk Free Foundation 

(2017) estimated that there were 24.9 million victims of human trafficking in 2017. It 

was estimated that vulnerable women and children occupied a high percentage of 

human trafficking (Bales, 2000; American Society of International Law, 2001; Lehti 

& Aromaa, 2006; Pandey, Tewari, & Bhowmick, 2013; McClarty et al., 2014). 

  

Child trafficking is a communal virus where its victims bear chronic pain often 

included physical and psychological abuse as well as death (UNODC, 2009; Banović 

& Bjelajac, 2012; McGill, 2017). No country is devoid of child trafficking whether it 

is a developing or developed country. Cole and Sprang (2015) confirm that “children 
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