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ABSTRACT

The proliferation of small arms has become a recognised security issue that needs to
be responded to by various levels of authority given the fact that, small arms have
recently become the most commonly used instruments for internal violence and
criminal activities. The phenomenon has far-reaching effects on both human security
and the state. Consequently, this study focuses on the menace of small arms; it
particularly examines the political, security and socio-economic effects of the
proliferation of small arms in Kaduna State, Nigeria using fragile state theory. This
study employs qualitative research approach. Hence, techniques such as in-depth
interviews and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) were utilised to collect primary data
from four categories of participants that include the political figures, government
security personnel, academicians and members of the civil societies. Meanwhile,
books, journal articles, other printed materials and online sources served as
secondary source of data. The data were analysed using thematic method of analysis.
Thus, the research findings indicates that the proliferation of small arms has stirred a
culture of violence in political undertakings; where arms are used in political
activities. The menace threatens the governance thereby frustrating the effort to deal
with the situation of conflict and criminal activities. The research findings also shows
that the proliferation of small arms has created a sense of insecurity in Kaduna State.
Within the socio-economic sphere, the study also reveals that societal settings have
been badly affected. Similarly, social services and economic activities have been
disrupted. Conversely, lack of political will, security network, poverty, and ethno-
religious conflict were found to be the determinants or reasons for the persistence of
small arms proliferation in Kaduna State. The study recommends for serious
commitment towards addressing security issues, political will on policy formation
and implementation, reduction of poverty as well as collaboration with other
stakeholders in order to address the issue of proliferation of small arms for a lasting
security situation and peaceful political undertakings in the state and beyond.
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ABSTRAK

Proliferasi senjata kecil telah menjadi isu keselamatan yang diakui memerlukan
campur tangan kerajaan di pelbagai peringkat kerana semenjak kebelakangan ini, ia
yang sering digunakan untuk keganasan dalaman dan aktiviti-aktiviti jenayah.
Fenomena ini mempunyai kesan yang meluas terhadap keselamatan insan dan
negara. Oleh itu, objektif kajian ini memberi tumpuan kepada proliferasi senjata
kecil, dan secara khusus ia mengkaji kesan politik, keselamatan dan sosio ekonomi
daripada proliferasi senjata kecil di Negeri Kaduna, Nigeria dengan menggunakan
teori fragile state. Kajian ini telah mengguna pakai kaedah penyelidikan kualitatif.
Temubual secara mendalam dan Perbincangan Kumpulan Sasaran (PKS) telah
digunakan untuk mengumpul data primer dari empat kategori responden termasuk
tokoh politik, kakitangan agensi keselamatan, ahli akademik dan anggota masyarakat
awam. Buku, artikel jurnal, lain-lain bahan bercetak dan sumber dalam talian pula
berfungsi sebagai sumber data sekunder. Kaedah analisis kandungan secara tematik
telah digunakan untuk menganalisis data. Penemuan penyelidikan menunjukkan
bahawa proliferasi senjata kecil telah mendorong kewujudan budaya keganasan
untuk tujuan politik, di mana, senjata ini digunakan dalam aktiviti politik. Keadaan
itu mengancam tadbir urus, selanjutnya menyukarkan usaha untuk menangani situasi
konflik dan kegiatan jenayah. Dapatan kajian juga menunjukkan bahawa fenomena
ini telah mewujudkan rasa tidak selamat di kalangan masyarakat awam di negeri
Kaduna. Dari sudut sosio ekonomi, dapatan juga mendedahkan bahawa keadaan
masyarakat telah terjejas teruk. Begitu juga dari aspek perkhidmatan sosial dan
aktiviti ekonomi. Sebaliknya, dapatan kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa kekurangan
kemahuan politik, kelemahan rangkaian keselamatan, kemiskinan, dan konflik etno-
agama didapati menjadi penyebab proliferasi senjata kecil sukar diatasi di negeri
Kaduna. Kajian ini mencadangkan agar kerajaan memiliki komitmen yang serius
dalam menangani isu-isu keselamatan, kemahuan politik dalam pembuatan dan
pelaksanaan dasar, pengurangan kemiskinan dan pengangguran, serta kerjasama
dengan pihak berkepentingan lain untuk menangani isu proliferasi senjata kecil bagi
mewujudkan keselamatan yang berkekalan dan aktiviti politik yang aman di negeri
ini.

Kata kunci: Jenayah Keganasan, Konflik, Ketidakselamatan, Negeri Kaduna,
Senjata Kecil
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CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

It is largely acknowledged that small arms are currently the most commonly used
instruments for violence and criminal activities. The proliferation of these forms of
weapons has its implications on individuals, societal settings as well as security
situation.! The phenomenon has shattered the global expectation of peace and
security especially in Africa and other developing parts of the world to the point that
the presence of small arms and their availability undermines peace and stability in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America (Eloma, Ugwumba & Abang, 2014). This
phenomenon was manifested during the Cold War especially in developing countries
given the number of arms sent to regions by the contending powers. The
phenomenon has become a prominent global security issue after the Cold War due to
lethal and destructive nature of small arms. Moreover, since 1998, it has become an
issue of considerable concerns in the international agenda (Otuya, 2009). It is an
instrumental activity that threatens the survival of developing nations of the world. It
has been reported that small arms have remained in circulation despite the mounting
international and regional initiatives to contain their proliferation, possession and

illegal use (Ogu, 2014). The former United Nations Secretary General describes that:

1 Small arms survey (2010) small arms proliferation poses threat to human societies; causes violence
against humanity and deteriorates insecurity situation.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A: Participants for Interviews and Focus Group Discussion

Participant Al: Special Adviser to the Government on Security Matters, Kaduna
State Government. (September, 16" 2017). State Headquarters,
Operation Yaki and Secuirty, Kaduna

Participant A2: Honourable Member Kaduna State House of Assembly Chairman
House Committee on Security. (October, 16" 2017). Lugard House,
State House of Assembly Complex, Kaduna

Participant A3: Council Chairman, Kudan Local Government Council, Kaduna State
(16" November, 2017). Zaria Hotel, Zaria, Kaduna State

Participant A4: Honourable Commission Ministry for Information Kaduna State
(5™ December, 2018). Ministry of Information State Headquarter

Participant A5: Distinguish Senator Representing Kaduna at National Assembly,
(December, 8" 2018). National Assembly Complex, Abuja, Nigeria

Participant A6: Council Chairman Chukun Local Government Council Kaduna State
(December, 15" 2018). Local Government Secretariat Kujama
Chukun, Kaduna State

Participant A7: Council Chairman Zagon Kataf Local Government Council Kaduna
State (December, 20" 2018). Little Italy Hotel, Kaduna

Participant B1: Assistant Superintendent of Police (August, 15" 2017) Police Area
Command Headquarter Zaria, Kaduna State

Participant B2: Deputy Superintendent of Police (October, 20™ 2017). Kaduna State
Police Command Headquarter, Kaduna

Participant C1: Professor of Criminology (October, 171 2017). Faculty of Social
Sciences Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Participant C2: Professor of Conflict and security (October, 19" 2017). Faculty of
Social Sciences Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Participant C3: Senior Lecturer (November, 5 2017). Faculty of Social Sciences,
Kaduna State University, Kaduna

FGD D1: Member of Civil Society, Conflict Resolution and Peace Advocacy
(October, 15" 2017). Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD D2: Member of Civil Society, Conflict Resolution and Peace Advocacy
(October, 15" 2017). Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna
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FGD D3: Member of Civil Society, Conflict Resolution and Peace Advocacy
(October, 15™ 2017). Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD D4: Member Civil Society; Movement for Peace and Good Governance
(October, 15" 2017). Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD DS5: Member Civil Society; Movement for Peace and Good Governance,
(October, 15™ 2017). Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD D6: Member Civil Society; Movement for Peace and Good Governance,
(October, 15™ 2017). Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD D7: Member Civil Society; Arewa People Congress (October, 15" 2017).
Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD DS8: Member Civil Society; Arewa People Congress (October, 15" 2017).
Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna

FGD D9: Member Civil Society; Arewa People Congress (October, 15" 2017).
Kaduna Multi-purpose Centre, Kaduna
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Appendix B: Interview Guides

INTERVIEW GUIDE: QUESTIONS

Phase [

a. What are the political effects of the proliferation of small arms in Kaduna
State Nigeria?
b. To your opinion, in which ways does the proliferation of small arms affect

political activities in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

c. How can you explain the extent of the effect of the proliferation of small

arms on political setting in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

Phase 11

a. How does the proliferation of small arms affect the security situation in
Kaduna State, Nigeria?

b. To what extent does the proliferation of small arms affect the security of the
individuals in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

c. In which manner does the security of the state affected by the proliferation of

small arms in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

Phase 111

a. How does the proliferation of small arms affect socio-economic dimension in
Kaduna State, Nigeria?
b. How can you describe the extent in which the proliferation of small arms

affects social activities in Kaduna State?
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In which particular ways does the proliferation of small arms affect

economic activities in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

Phase IV

Why does of small arms proliferation persist in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

What are the specific political reasons that are behind the persistence of small
arms proliferation in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

What can you consider as the specific security reasons for the persistence of
the proliferation of small arms in Kaduna State, Nigeria?

To your own view, what specific socio-economic reasons contributed to the

persistence of the proliferation of small arms in Kaduna State, Nigeria?
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Appendix C: Some Types of Small Arms in West Africa

Source: Inter-governmental action group against money laundering in West

Africa (2013)
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Appendix D: a non-gun local small arm

Source: Field work (2017)
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Appendix E: Picture shows Arms Gangs (Specialist of Violence) Recruit by some

Corrupt Politicians in Nigeria

Source: Small Arms and Light Weapons Proliferation and Human Security in Nigeria
(2010)
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Appendix F: Arm Gangs arrested with the small arms by the Police in

Kaduna

Source: Nigeria Police Kaduna (2017)
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Appendix G: Specialist of violence (Thugs) captured by the Nigerian Army

Source: Nigeria Police Kaduna (2018)
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Appendix H: Armed Gang captured by the Nigeria Police along Kaduna-

Abuja Road

Source: Nigeria Police Kaduna (2017)
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