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Abstrak

Secara umumnya, imej wanita Arab dalam sastera Barat kontemporari digambarkan
secara negatif. Watak wanita Arab dalam karya sebegini kerap dipaparkan sebagai
watak yang lemah dan ditindas. Representasi negatif ini mungkin benar untuk
sesetengah wanita, bergantung kepada lokasi dan zaman. Namun begitu, kebanyakan
wanita Arab kerap digambarkan mempunyai imej yang sebegini dan hal ini
menimbulkan pelbagai persoalan yang mewajarkan perlunya kajian mendalam
dilakukan tentang representasi wanita Arab. Kajian ini meneroka imej wanita Arab
dari kaca mata tiga orang pengarang Arab, Barat, dan diaspora Arab pada kurun ke-
21, khususnya untuk mengesahkan sama ada refleksi Chandra Mohanty (1984)
tentang representasi wanita Arab dalam penulisan pengarang feminis di Barat
menyokong imej wanita dalam novel terpilih ataupun tidak. Karya Zoe Ferraris
(2010) City of Veils, karya Maha Gargash (2009) The Sand Fish, dan karya Fadia
Faqir’s (2007) The Cry of the Dove merupakan novel yang diteliti dalam kajian ini.
Imej watak wanita yang dominan dalam ketiga-tiga novel ini diselidik dengan
menggunakan kerangka teori Mohanty tentang gambaran wanita dunia ketiga dalam
penulisan pengarang feminis di Barat. Kajian merumuskan bahawa pengarang Arab,
Barat, dan diaspora Arab melakarkan watak wanita Arab secara negatif dalam
pelbagai domain. Watak wanita dalam ketiga-tiga novel diperincikan sebagai lemah,
berkedudukan rendah, golongan bawahan, dipinggirkan, dan ditindas oleh kaum
lelaki. Meskipun kadang-kadang watak wanita tersebut dihuraikan sebagai watak
yang menuntut perubahan, penentangan mereka ini tidak menzahirkan mereka
sebagai golongan yang berkuasa, tetapi sekadar reaksi mereka terhadap penindasan.
Kajian ini mengesahkan terdapat sebelas imej wanita dalam novel yang dikaji,
seperti yang digambarkan dalam kerangka teori Mohanty, iaitu watak ibu yang
berkuasa, isteri yang taat, wanita berperwatakan tradisional, wanita beragama, wanita
berpurdah, wanita yang domestik, wanita miskin, wanita yang ditindas kerana
jantinanya, wanita yang suci, dan wanita yang menuntut perubahan. Dapatan kajian
turut menyokong teori “Under Western Eyes” Mohanty (1984). Selain itu, terdapat
juga dua imej tambahan tentang wanita yang ditemui dalam kajian ini, iaitu wanita
yang menipu dan wanita yang tidak bermoral. Kajian ini signifikan kerana ia
mendedahkan pandangan yang baharu tentang gambaran yang salah berkenaan
wanita Arab dalam sastera kreatif Barat. Kajian masa hadapan disarankan untuk
meneliti imej wanita Arab dalam genre sastera yang lain, sebagai contoh, puisi dan
drama, untuk mengukuhkan pemahaman tentang imej wanita Arab dalam sastera
Barat yang mungkin boleh mendorong golongan feminis ketiga, khususnya feminis
Arab untuk berhenti menggambarkan wanita Arab secara stereotaip.

Kata kunci: Imej wanita Arab, pengarang Arab, pengarang Barat, pengarang
diaspora Arab, Mohanty
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Abstract

Arab women's images in contemporary Western literature are generally negative.
They are often portrayed as weak and oppressed. Negative representation may hold
good for some women, in limited places and periods; however, negative depiction is
generalized to all women, making this issue problematic, and therefore, a befitting
subject of study. The current study explores Arab women’s images in the eyes of
three 21% century Arab, Western, and Arab diaspora novelists, as well as verifies
whether Chandra Mohanty's (1984) reflection of Arab women's representation in
Western feminist writings supports women's images in the selected novels or not.
The selected novels are Zoe Ferraris’ (2010) City of Veils, Maha Gargash’s (2009)
The Sand Fish, and Fadia Faqir’s (2007) The Cry of the Dove. The dominant female
characters' images in these novels were examined following Mohanty's theoretical
framework on Third World women's depictions in Western feminist writings. The
study concludes that Arab, Western, and Arab diaspora novelists portray Arab
women negatively in various domains. The female characters in the novels are
depicted as weak, inferior, subordinate, marginalized, and persecuted by men.
Although they are sometimes portrayed as revolutionary, their rebellion is not an
indication of their being powerful; it indicates, rather, a reaction to oppression. This
study verifies the eleven images of Mohanty’s framework on Third World women's
depictions, which are: powerful mother, obedient wife, traditional, religious, veiled,
domestic, poor, uneducated, sexually oppressed, chaste virgin, and revolutionary.
The findings of this study also support Mohanty’s theory in “Under Western Eyes”
(1984). However, in addition to verifying the images suggested by Mohanty vis-a-vis
Arab women’s representation, the present study finds two new images of Arab
women in the novels analyzed, which are: liar and immoral. The study is significant
as it throws a new light on a persistent issue, that is, misrepresentation of Arab
women in Western creative literature. The researcher hopes that future studies would
address the Arab women's images in other literary genres, for instance, poems and
plays, to add more understanding of the Arab women's images in Western literature,
which may encourage Third World feminists, particularly Arab feminists, to refrain
from stereotyping Arab women.

Keywords: Arab women's images, Arab novelist, Western novelist, Arab diaspora
novelist, Mohanty.

v



Acknowledgement

I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to everyone who has
contributed in completing this thesis. It was my pleasure to study under Dr. Sharifah
Fazliyaton binti Shaik Ismail’s supervision. It is not enough to thank her very much
for her guidance to help me to achieve my goal. Without her valuable support, my

thesis would not have been possible.

I would like also to thank my parents, my husband and my children for their love and
support. My goal would not have been achieved without them. I dedicate this work to

my parents, my husband Tahir Noaman and my children Mohammed and Riam.

I had a very enjoyable study at Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM). Not only, does it

have a beautiful natural environment but the university also has helpful staff.

Finally, I would like to thank all of my friends for their encouragement during my

study.



Table of Contents

Permission t0 USE........euuiuiitiiti i
ADBSLIAK . .o
ADSITACT ..ot
Acknowledgement ... ..ot e
Table Of CONENES. .....vuuit i

LSt Of FIgUIS. ..ot e e e e

CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION.....cctttiiiiuiierieiiinriereescsacnecens
1.1 Background..........c.ooiiiiiiii e
1.1.1 An Overview of the Life of Arab Women........................c.e.
1.1.2 The Images of Arab Women in Novels............ccoceeveiinninn...
1.1.2.1 The Arab Novelists: Positive Image Building..............
1.1.2.2 Western Writers and Misrepresentation of Arab Women
1.1.2.3 Arab Diaspora Writers: A Mixed Response..................
1.2 Problem Statement. . ... .....o.eiuiitiniitii e
1.3 Research ObJeCtiVeS. .. .vuuuiiniiitt et e eae e
1.4 Research QUEStIONS. ......couiiiiit it i,
1.5 Scope of Study......oonii e
1.6 Significance of Study............oooiiii i
1.7 Limitations of Study .........coooiiiiiiii e
1.8 Organization of the Thesis .........ccoviiiiiiiiii e

1.9 DefInition Of TeIMS ...ttt e e

CHAPTER TWO LITERATURE REVIEW......ccccciiiiiiiniiniiiiniinnnnnns
2.1 INtrodUCHION. . ..t
2.2 Overview of the NOVels........ooiiiiiii e
2.2.1 Western NOVelS. ....oouieiiii i
2.2.2 Arabic NOVEIS. ..o.uineiiiii i
2.2.3 D1aspora NOVEIS. .. uueiett it
2.3 The Images of Arab Women in Novels.............coeviiiiiiiiiiiiennnnn..
2.3.1 The Images of Arab Women in Western Novels........................
2.3.2 The Images of Arab Women in Arabic Novels Written in English...
2.3.3 The Images of Arab Women in Diaspora Novels.......................

vi

o AN NN



2.4 Feminism and the Feminist Literary Theory..................coooiiiiin. 63

2.4.1 Postcolonial Feminism.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinee, 64
2.4.2 Postcolonial Feminist Theory.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 66
2.4.3 Arab FeminiSm. .. ..ooueiiiiii i 72
2.5 Chapter SUMMATY ......ooutintiitt ittt e eeeeaeaaeeais 74
CHAPTER THREE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY.....cccccccvvieenennen. 76
3.1 INtrodUCHION. ... e 76
3.2 Research Methodology ........c.ooviiiiiii e, 76
3.3 The Selected NOVELS ....ouviniiniitiii i, 79
331 The Cry of the DOVe..........couuuiiiiiiiiiii i, 80
332 CHY Of VEUlS..oonneon e e e 81
333TheSand Fish..........c.ooineiiiiiiiii i, 82

3.4 The Profile of NOVEIiStS. ......ouiiiiiiiii e, 84
340 Fadia Faqir......oouiinii i 84
3.4.2 ZO FeITariS. ...ttt ettt 85
343 Maha Gargash.........ccooiiiiiiiiiii e 85

3.5 Theoretical Framework............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 86
3.6 Data ANALYSIS .« vttt ettt 92
3.7 ProcedtgsafAf@lysis. WNLIVE TSI Wiala Malaysia......... 94
3.8 Chapter SUMIMATY ... o.utitt ettt e e e eae e aaeenens 96

CHAPTER FOUR THE IMAGES OF ARAB WOMEN IN THE

SELECTED ARAB NOVELS WRITTEN IN ENGLISH..........ccccc....... 97
4.1 INErOAUCHION. . ettt e 97
4.2 Arab Women's Images in the Three Selected Novels....................... 98
4.2.1 Women within the Family Structure ......................oooiiiins. 98
4.2.2 Women and Religious Beliefs................cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 128
4.2.3 Women within Educational Institution.....................ooeiiiinn... 142
4.2.4 Women as Rebellious Creatures...........cooevieiiiiiiiiiiiiiinan 149
4.2.5 Women as Victims of Poverty ..., 159
4.2.6 Women as Sexually Oppressed Objects ...........cccevvvviiiiiiinnnnnn.. 172
4.2.7 Women under Morality System..............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienn... 179
4.3 Arab Women’s Images on the Covers of Selected Novels................... 199

vii



4.4 Chapter SUMMATY........oouiitiitiit et e anaenns 210

CHAPTER FIVE CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS......... 212
5.1 INtrOAUCTION. . v ettt e e e, 212

5.2 Arab Women’s Images in the Selected Novels according to Mohanty’s
TREOTY ...ttt sneens 212

5.2.1 Women within the Family Structure ....................oooiiiiin 213
5.2.2 Women and Religious Beliefs...................oooii, 214
5.2.3 Women within Educational Institution.....................ccooiienin. 215
5.2.4 Women as Rebellious Creatures..............c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. 215
5.2.5 Women as Victims of Poverty............coooiiiiiiiiiiiii i 215
5.2.6 Women as Sexually Oppressed Objects..........oovvviiiiiiiinnnnnnnn.. 216
5.2.7 Women under Morality System.............c.coviiiiiiiiiiiiniiiniiinnn, 217
5.2.8 Arab Women’s Images on the Novels' Covers.......................... 218
5.2.9 Discussion of Findings based on Mohanty’s (1984) Framework...... 219
5.3 Contributions of the Study.............ooeiiiiiiii e, 231
5.4 Recommendations for Future Studies ................cooiiiiiiiiiiiin. 234
5.5 CONCIUSION ..uuintie et 235
REFERENCES. . ..c.uitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieiiiiaiiesietniencencsosssases 237
APPENDICES.. 0. Jniversiti.Utara.Malaysia.......... 265
Appendix A Previous StUAIes.........ouiiuiiiiii i 265
Appendix B Tables of Analysis..........ccooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 269

viii



Figure 3.1:
Figure 3.2:
Figure 3.3:
Figure 4.1:
Figure 4.2:
Figure 4.3:
Figure 4.4:
Figure 4.5:
Figure 4.6:
Figure 5.1:

List of Figures

Theoretical framework. ... 90

Female characters in the selected novels..............c..cooooiinn. 91

Research procedure .............cooieiiiiiiiiii e 95

The front cover of City of Veils......cccooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 201
The back cover of City of Veils.........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianin, 202
The front cover of The Cry of the Dove.................ccccoeiiinenn... 204
The back cover of The Cry of the Dove..................c..ccoovinine. 205
The front cover of The Sand Fish...............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 207
The back cover of The Sand Fish................ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 208
The images of female characters in the three selected novels.........229

X



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The present study is an outcome of a deep concern for the poor representation of
Arab women in fictional narratives written in English, and an advocacy for a
rethinking of their image in light of the noted discrepancy between the narrated
images and the present-day real-life Arab women who have made much progress as
regards their freedom and legal rights (Hornok, 2011; Zoepf, 2016). The realities of
the lives of Arab women are certainly different from what they used to be, albeit
during the perceived persecution days too not all women were persecuted, so, it
would be wrong to present a monolithic image of 'persecuted women' in Arab
societies. The lives of Arab women in the contemporary world scenario are a
completely different image which proves the suppositions of continued persecution a
false presumption. Arab women go for higher education, they seek high level jobs,
and many Emirati women are active in various feilds previously dominated by men,
such as business, medicine, films, politics and journalism. Contemporary Arab
women have made tremendous progress after the Arab Spring. But, the researcher
notes that some fiction writers are still haunted by the image of persecuted women in
Arab societies and ignore the images of progressive women (Bryan, 2012; Hornok,
2011; Sidani, 2005; Zoepf, 2016). True, there are some difficulties in their way, for
example, in Saudi Arabia women are not allowed to drive cars, they cannot go out of
home without putting on abaya and hijab, in most of the Arab countries women
cannot choose their husbands, they cannot travel alone and men have more rights

compared to women and therefore there exists much patriarchal domination, as well
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Appendix A
Previous Studies

S.N Author(s) Findings Gaps

1. | Author: Salah Moukhlis | 1-The doggedness of Arabian women on claiming their rights leads | Moukhlis (2008) focuses
Year: 2008 to their imprisonment where they suffer the most severe types of on the picture of Arabian
Title: The Forgotten psychological, physical and sexual torture. women in a novel by an
Face of Postcoloniality: | 2-The torture methods which are used with women in Moroccan Arabian writer and hints
Moroccan Prison prisons are taken from French colonialism and this proves that only at the distorted
Narratives, Human Morocco does not gain its independence entirely. image of these women in
Rights, and the Politics 3-The agony of these women augments their insistence on resisting | the eyes of Western
of Resistance. the injustice, rather than frustrates their will. writers. While this study

4- Arabian women are courageous since they resist tyranny;, will investigate the
Novels: undergo the brutal torture, create new selves from the ash of the negative and positive
Khadijah al-Marwazi’s damaged selves due to the torture, and achieve many social and images of Arabian women
Sirat al-ramad political reforms. from the views of the
(Biography of Ash, 5- Arabian women are portrayed differently in Western literature as | Arabian, Arabian
2000). being oppressed in their societies. immigrant, and Western
novelists.
2. | Author:Touria I-Moroccan women are aggrieved by the applied laws which | Khannous (2010) shows

Khannous

Year: 2010

Title: Islam, Gender, and
Identity in Leila
Abouzeid’s The Last
Chapter: A Postcolonial
Critique

discriminate between genders and enable men to control women.
2-They are deprived of the right of education which is granted only
to men, they are forbidden by men from the participation in the
work fields, and they are compelled to marry according to their
fathers’ will.

3- Moroccan women rebel against these laws that allow male
control.

4-The legislated laws in Morocco after independence are derived

the portrayal of Arabian
women from a
perspective of an Arabian
writer only, whereas their
images in the eyes of
Western, Arabian, and
immigrant writers will be
examined in the current
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from the French colonial laws, secular, and deform Islam.

5-These women must be modern but in a positive way so as not to
interfere with their implementation of the true Islamic principles
that eradicate their ordeal.

study to discover the
writers' views towards
these women.

Author: Janet Afary
Year: 2004

Title: The Human
Rights of Middle
Eastern & Muslim
Women: A Project for
the 21st Century.

1-Due to the Islamic laws Arabian women are oppressed, deprived
of their freedom and rights such as education, using cosmetics and
dressing modern clothes, exploited sexually in terms of giving birth
to children, and employed in household chores.

2-Arabian women have gained some of their political, social and
cultural rights due to the issuing of laws to develop their situation.
3- They still suffer from discrimination according to these laws in
various aspects such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, driving,
traveling alone, voting for elections, and mixing with men in the
working and studying places.

4-The inequality appears in the personal status law and the penal
code, particularly with regard to honor killings law.

5-The rights of Arabian women differ from one country to another
since the laws in Arabian countries are different.

6- These women may get more rights in the future due to the
emergence of many centers and associations that discuss these
women’s rights.

7-Arabian women must join the women's movements to defend
their rights and reject oppression.

Afary (2004) scrutinizes
the depiction of Arabian
women in a novel by a
western novelist.
However, she did not
explore the images of
these women in the
literary products of
Arabian and Arabian
diaspora novelists, in
addition to a western one,
which will be covered
through the current study.

Author: Hibah
Aburwein

Year: 2013

Title: The negative

1-Some Western writers portray Arabian women as persecuted by
the rigorous social traditions and Islamic instructions that divest
them of their liberty and rights, and other Western writers represent
these women sexually inside the harem wearing seductive clothes

Aburwein (2013)
discusses only the
perspective of the western
writers towards the
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image of Arabian
woman in the western
literature.

and enjoy dancing and singing.

2-The Western writers' unawareness of Arabian women'’s religion,
culture, and language led, and till now, to misrepresent the
portrayal of Arabian female characters in Western literature .

3-This negative portrayal of Arabian women produced a big hole
between Middle East and the West.

4-There is a need to examine this image since it was extensively
generalized while it may apply to a few Arabian women in limited
periods and regions .

5-Arabian women are also depicted negatively in Western movies
and paintings. They represent frequently Arabian women with
black dresses, silent, submissive, humiliated, enslaved by men, and
isolated in the harem where they only care about dancing,
beautifying, and lying down.

Arabian women.
However, she did not
reveal the opinions of the
Arabian and Arabian
immigrant novelists on
the Arabian women that
will be conducted in this
study.

Author: Nancy Arenberg
Year: 2008

Title: Mobile Bodies
and Kindred Sisters in
Djebar's Ombre sultane.
Novel: Assia Djebar's
Ombre sultane,1987.

1- The imprisonment of women at home and preventing them from
accessing to the public places, while men are given the right to
roam freely, is one of the forms of persecution of Arabian women
due to their phallocentric society.

2-By the support of the emancipated women to the submissive
ones, the latter can liberate themselves from the male shackles and
get their freedom and self-realization.

3-Arabian women must take off their veil when enter the masculine
places to act freely and to look daringly at the strangers since it is
not the right of men only.

Arenberg (2008)
examines the depiction of
Arabian women from the
viewpoint of an Arabian
immigrant novelist. But,
she did not reveal their
images in the eyes of
Arabian and Western
novelists which will be
conducted through this

267




4-Arabian women wear the veil just to be unknown outside their
homes, not to shun the gazes of men which is the real purpose of
veiling.

5-These women wander without thinking or a particular goal.
6-Mostly the Arabian women's need for sex encourages them to
undergo their husbands' control.

study.

Author: Nijmeh Hajjar
Year: 2011

Title: Dynamics of fear
and hope, and the
resistance against
patriarchal power: Quest
for freedom in Hanan
al-Shaykh’s Story of
Zahra.

1-Women in Arabian society undergo physical, moral and sexual
persecution by men.

2- Due to their weakness, they cannot struggle against the injustice
and they resort to various negative ways to protect themselves such
as lying, hiding from the angry men, the sexual temptation and
making illicit relations. However, they always fail in their attempts
to get rid of the tyranny of men. 3- The fear of Arabian women
grants them hope to change their situation since when they defeat
their fear of men's force they can resist the male persecution and
get a liberated life.

4- The problem of the oppression of Arabian women by men is a
crucial one and must be treated to create a society of justice and
freedom in Arab world.

5-The Western feminists investigate the Arabian feminist writings
according to the Western feminist theories, while the Arabian
feminists think that these theories are unsuitable for their society.

Hajjar (2011) illustrates
how an Arabian
immigrant novelist looks
at Arabian women. But,
she did not investigate the
images of Arabian women
in the eyes of the Western
and Arabian writers. This
gap will be covered in this
study.
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Appendix B Tables of Analysis
The Sand Fish- Table (1)

P.N Quotations Interpretations Images
102- | When he did not respond, she added, “Some special foods, too.” Jassem stopped and | Lateefa did not oppose her husband’s verbal violence, where she bears his Obedient
103 looked back at her. “You know what I mean, husband, like pomegranates and bananas.” | mockery and degrading treatment during their shopping out of fear from her Wife

[...] Jassem waved his hand impatiently. “What do you want pomegranates for, woman?” | husband’s power.

Lateefa stuttered. “Well, you know, for you and your new wife—as a treat.” “A treat? No,

no, no, no. [...] “Bananas then?” “No bananas. [...] “I think it is mangoes we should get.

[...] Only Noora heard Lateefa sigh and whisper, “But it’s not the season for mangoes”.

19 You’re not a girl anymore; you’re a woman. Those curves are there to remind you (Noora) Noora compelled to stay indoors to match the good wife's attributes. Domestic
to stop running and jumping, for you to slow down and turn domestic. So start acting like a | However, her staying in a closed domestic domain has led to a lack of basic
woman. knowledge as to economic and technological development, psychology, as

well as her belief in superstitions, which asserts her backwardness compared
to man who always exists outside the home.

78 Hessa had had a fight with her son when he confessed that he did not want to marry Aisha. | Hessa is dominant where she imposes her wish on her son who obeys her Powerful
[...] “I heard the smacks of the cane clear from inside my home,” said one woman. “And I | against his will. She forces her son Rashid to leave his beloved Noora and Mother
couldn’t hear him raise a hand back; he just stood there and took it.” “He’s big and strong, | marry her niece instead and Rashid obeys her despite her harsh beatings.
but don’t forget she is his mother after all.”

82 “Duty...the proper thing to do...can’t break my mother’s wishes”

200 “Think, woman, think. This child, our child, will have all those things you’ve never had.” | In order to persuade Noora to maintain her pregnancy, Jassem tries to lure her Poor
Noora sat up straight. Suddenly she was interested. “Like what will it have?” she asked. | with his fortune which will be inherited by her baby, and she has attracted to
“Everything! All that I own. And before that, all the opportunity you could hope for it.” his words due to her sense of poverty and class distinction between them,

where owing to her society’s application to the principle of caste
discrimination that reinforce a sense of inferiority in the identities of the poor
people, Noora compelled to stay in a permanent state of poverty and thus to
rely on her husband.

122 That night Noora waited for the familiar footsteps, those sliding toes with a duty that would | Despite the lack of any emotional feeling between Noora and her husband, Obedient
carry Jassem to her room. She wished the baby would come soon. Only then would he give | she compelled to surrender to his relentless attempts to win a child in order Wite
her less attention. Her back caved and her legs wilted over the side of the bed as she waited | not to be humiliated and expelled from the house by her husband for not
for his arrival. giving birth to the desired child.

53 “You know, my mother tried to straighten them when I was small, but it didn’t work,’ Due to her backwardness of birth defects, Zobaida’s mother attempts to apply Domestic
Zobaida said, [...]. ‘She would pin me down with her knees and place heavy rocks on my backward methods of treatment where she puts heavy rocks on Zobaida's feet,
feet. How it hurt!” which are arcuate congenitally, to straighten them. The unawareness of the

health aspect reveals her backwardness for being domestic.

229 A mother always knows what’s best for her child. Ommi Lateefa has never felt a child | The mother’s instinct (motherhood) has granted Noora the power as she Powerful

growing in her stomach. So she doesn’t know. It’s...it’s —” [...] Noora continued despite | becomes a protective mother when she feels that Lateefa tries to take over the Mother

Lateefa’s disdain. “It’s hard to explain, but that child is a part of me.” [...] “Part of us, too,”
Lateefa said, [...] “Yes, but growing in me.” Now she felt ready as a mother cat, ready to
hiss and scratch.

upbringing of Noora’s unborn baby once she gives birth to him.
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The Cry of the Dove- Table (1)

P.N. Quotations Interpretations Images

214 "They will kill you,' said Parvin. I held her face and said, ‘I have to go. Look for her. | Salma's insistence on facing danger for her daughter's sake where she Powerful
She is calling me. She needs my help.' [...] ‘It my daughter, Parvin,' I said and pushed | decides returning home in search of her daughter to bring her to Britain to Mother
my hair off my face. "This is madness. What's wrong with you? Since you've given | live a better life, despite her certainty that she might be killed for that
birth you've gone downhill. You don't eat. You cry all the time. You look like a
tramp. [...] "I depressed. I dream of Layla almost every night. Something must have
happened to her. Mother's heart know,' I said.

21 I was not the granddaughter of my grandmother Shahla, who was made of a different | Shahla revolts against the rule of the parents' right of choosing the sons- Revoluti-
metal altogether, who was shameless and fearless. Shahla, my grandmother, used to | in-law by running away with a man, who she likes from a hostile tribe to onary
[...] say, 'Follow your heart always, daughter of mine.'! Her marriage was a love | her tribe, after midnight to marry him without her parents' approval.
match.

40 I (Salma's mother) cannot visit you (Salma) because your father haj Ibrahim and your | Salma's mother obeys her husband’s orders unquestionably, where her Obedient
brother Mahmoud forbade me to come. They said they would shoot me too. fear of being killed for disobeying her husband obliges her to give up her Wife

right to visit her daughter in prison.

91- My mother would be walking through the hills piling up kindling and long dry sticks, | Salma’s mother’s ability to withstand the grueling housework without Powerful

92 then tying them to her back. [...] Mother was kneading the dough with her rough, | complaining for her family’s comfort, especially collecting firewood, Mother
swollen fingers. “Good morning, Mother,' I said and kissed her forehead. She smiled | carrying it, and making bread, and even if she was tired shows her power.
and handed me her first loaf, dripping with honey and butter. In addition she rebukes her daughter Salma to teach her the household

chores to become a successful mother in the future.
7 “In Hima my mother used to rebuke me all the time. Salina, did you feed the cows?
Did you clean the barn? Why didn't you milk the goats? Yumma, I did”

130 I cannot take off veil, Sister. My country, my language, my daughter. No piece of | Although Salma undergoes the Western society’s pressures which Veiled
cloth. Feel naked, me. persuade her to take off the veil, she adheres to her veil for realizing that Woman

it is the means that enables her to win God’s satisfaction and to access

88 I felt as dirty as a whore, [...] a sinner who would never see paradise and drink from | paradise.
its rivers of milk and honey. [...] I sat down on the pavement, held my head and cried
and cried for hours.

124 I gave birth to five sons, kept his house clean and cooked him a fresh meal every day. | Madam Lamaa performs household chores permanently and under any Obedient
Whenever he turned round in bed I opened my very heart for him. All of this was not circumstances. She serves her husband perfectly, although her efforts are Wife
enough. not estimated and lead to be treated like a home slave by her husband.

125 *One night I went to the storeroom, opened each sack and scattered the rice, the flour, | Madam Lamaa rejects her husband’ disregard and his attempt to marry Revoluti-
the sugar, the lentils, the dry fruit all over the place. I took my clothes off and walked | another woman just because she has put on weight, where she scatters onary
out of the house as Allah had created me and stood under His vast sky looking for | hysterically the foodstuffs in the storehouse and then undresses and goes
stars. out into the street naked.

136 | One day Rami fell ill and I took him to hospital. He was in a coma for four days. I | Noura, espouses the responsibility of taking care of her children and Powerful
used to go to the kebab shop to wash dishes at night and then rush to the hospital in | spending on them for being divorced where she does not ask for her ex- Mother

the morning.

husband’s help, even after discovering her son’s diabetes, where she
washes dishes throughout the night in a kebab shop and rushes to the
hospital in the morning to take care of her son.
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City of Veils - Table (1)

P.N Quotations Interpretations Images

8 At eleven, Raja’ had become a “woman,” and her mother had draped her in a veil and | Instilling the religious dictates in the children's identities and teaching Powerful
sent her off to be with her sisters. He (Nayir) never saw her again. them the need to abide by these rules is not an easy task. Raja’s mother Mothers

veils her daughter and prevents her access to men when she matures.

41 Her own spiritual comforts belonged to the back porch of the house, [...] where she | Katya as well feels fully comfortable when she prays with her mother
and her mother had always done evening prayers before dinner. at home.

56 That marriage was a bad decision from the start.” [...] “It was arranged. He was a | Leila accepts to an arranged marriage due to her adherence to Traditional
cousin of ours. She (Leila) didn’t know him at all. Once she realized what he was | traditions, where she marries her cousin Bashir although she never
really like, she divorced him. It was my mother’s fault. knows him, which leads to her divorce for lack of compatibility

between them.

94 He wanted Mona to wear an abaaya and hijab around certain friends but casual pants | Mona subjugates to husband’s demands, where he interferes in her Obedient
and no headscarf around others. [...] He gave her rules for wearing makeup [...]. She | personal affairs such as clothing styles, wearing makeup, and going out wife
was allowed to take classes [...] and she was not allowed to go to a class if he was | of home as if she is owned by her husband.
home, because he might need her for something.

65 Donia was looking at the makeup case lying open on the vanity table. Katya could see | Donia refrains from displaying her beauty for men since it is one of the Religious
the disapproval in her eyes. forbidden issues in Islam for women, where the condemnation’s signs

appear on her face when she observes that Katya uses cosmetics.

71 She (Nuha) must have woken up in the middle of the night to finish an article. She | Nuha does her best to preserve her marital sexual relationship, where Obedient
worked in the kitchen at night, because her office was just off the bedroom, and | although she is exhausted and has a deadline for submitting an article wife
sometimes the sound of her typing woke him. to the newspaper in which she works, Nuha complies with her

husband's sexual desire to gain her husband's satisfaction, and thus
forced to get up at midnight to finish her work.

43 She (UmKareem) let this comment linger so that Katya would have time to feel | Katya’s lack of technological development shows her inadequate | Uneducated
pummeled by its subtext: How can you possibly be raising the standards for women in | education, where she is unable to carry out her role as a forensic
this department when you don’t even know how to use your own computers? pathologist thoroughly due to her inability to use the sophisticated

computer software.
67 “Would you come with me to this man’s apartment?” she asked. Due to the religious concepts Katya avoids being alone with an Religious
unrelated man in seclusion from other people. Therefore she doesn’t go
alone to the man’s apartment who had a business relation with the
victim Leila and she asks the male character Nayir to accompany her.

87 Of course her (Nuha's) mother had come in to bring dinner and to shoot him (Osama) | They support their children in their joys and sorrows, even after Powerful
nasty looks, but otherwise he’d managed to avoid the whole family. becoming adults, which shows their sense of responsibility towards Mothers

their children. Nuha's mother stares indignantly at her son-in-law, due

121 Osama remembered shopping for Nuha’s trousseau. His mother had taken him to a | to his dispute with her daughter. Osama's mother finds happiness with

lingerie store, and they’d spent three hours in the place.

her participation in her son's joy of marriage by helping in purchasing
bridal gifts.
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The Sand Fish- Table (2)

P.N

Quotations

Interpretations

Images

122

That night Noora waited for the familiar footsteps, those sliding toes with a duty
that would carry Jassem to her room. She wished the baby would come soon.
Only then would he give her less attention. Her back caved and her legs wilted
over the side of the bed as she waited for his arrival.

Despite the lack of any emotional feeling between Noora and her
husband, she compelled to surrender to his relentless attempts to win
a child in order not to be humiliated and expelled from the house by
her husband for not giving birth to the desired child.

Obedient
Wife

102-
103

When he did not respond, she added, “Some special foods, too.” Jassem stopped
and looked back at her. “You know what I mean, husband, like pomegranates
and bananas.” [.....] Jassem waved his hand impatiently. “What do you want
pomegranates for, woman?” Lateefa stuttered. “Well, you know, for you and
your new wife—as a treat.” “A treat? No, no, no, no. [...] “Bananas then?” “No
bananas. [...] “I think it is mangoes we should get. [....] Only Noora heard
Lateefa sigh and whisper, “But it’s not the season for mangoes”.

Lateefa did not oppose her husband’s verbal violence, where she
bears his mockery and degrading treatment during their shopping out
of fear from her husband’s power.

Obedient
Wife

19

You’re not a girl anymore; you’re a woman. Those curves are there to remind
you (Noora) to stop running and jumping, for you to slow down and turn
domestic. So start acting like a woman.

Noora compelled to stay indoors to match the good wife's attributes.
However, her staying in a closed domestic domain has led to a lack
of basic knowledge as to economic and technological development,
psychology, as well as her belief in superstitions, which asserts her
backwardness compared to man who always exists outside the home.

Domestic

53

“You know, my mother tried to straighten them when I was small, but it didn’t
work,” Zobaida said, [...]. ‘She would pin me down with her knees and place
heavy rocks on my feet. How it hurt!”

Due to her backwardness of birth defects, Zobaida’s mother attempts
to apply backward methods of treatment where she puts heavy rocks
on Zobaida's feet, which are arcuate congenitally, to straighten them.
The unawareness of the health aspect reveals her backwardness for
being domestic.

Domestic

229

A mother always knows what’s best for her child. Ommi Lateefa has never felt a
child growing in her stomach. So she doesn’t know. It’s...it’s —” [...] Noora
continued despite Lateefa’s disdain. “It’s hard to explain, but that child is a part
of me.” [...] “Part of us, too,” Lateefa said, [...] “Yes, but growing in me.” Now
she felt ready as a mother cat, ready to hiss and scratch.

The mother’s instinct (motherhood) has granted Noora the power as
she becomes a protective mother when she feels that Lateefa tries to
take over the upbringing of Noora’s unborn baby once she gives birth
to him.

Powerful
Mother

78

82

Hessa had had a fight with her son when he confessed that he did not want to
marry Aisha. [...] “I heard the smacks of the cane clear from inside my home,”
said one woman. “And I couldn’t hear him raise a hand back; he just stood there
and took it.” “He’s big and strong, but don’t forget she is his mother after all.”

“Duty...the proper thing to do...can’t break my mother’s wishes”

Hessa is dominant where she imposes her wish on her son who obeys
her against his will. She forces her son Rashid to leave his beloved
Noora and marry her niece instead and Rashid obeys her despite her
harsh beatings.

Powerful
Mother
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The Cry of the Dove- Table (2)

P.N Quotations Interpretations Images

214 | "They will kill you,' said Parvin. I held her face and said, ‘I have to go. Look for | Salma's insistence on facing danger for her daughter's sake where she | Powerful
her. She is calling me. She needs my help.' [.....] ‘It my daughter, Parvin,' I said | decides returning home in search of her daughter to bring her to Mother
and pushed my hair off my face. "This is madness. What's wrong with you? | Britain to live a better life, despite her certainty that she might be
Since you've given birth you've gone downhill. You don't eat. You cry all the | killed for that
time. You look like a tramp. [....] 'T depressed. I dream of Layla almost every
night. Something must have happened to her. Mother's heart know,' I said.

91- | My mother would be walking through the hills piling up kindling and long dry | Salma’s mother’s ability to withstand the grueling housework without | Powerful

92 sticks, then tying them to her back. [....] Mother was kneading the dough with | complaining for her family’s comfort, especially collecting firewood, Mother
her rough, swollen fingers. ‘Good morning, Mother,' I said and kissed her | carrying it, and making bread, and even if she was tired shows her
forehead. She smiled and handed me her first loaf, dripping with honey and | power. In addition she rebukes her daughter Salma to teach her the
butter. household chores to become a successful mother in the future.

7 “In Hima my mother used to rebuke me all the time. Salina, did you feed the
cows? Did you clean the barn? Why didn't you milk the goats? Yumma, I did”

136 | One day Rami fell ill and I took him to hospital. He was in a coma for four days. | Noura, espouses the responsibility of taking care of her children and Powerful
I used to go to the kebab shop to wash dishes at night and then rush to the | spending on them for being divorced where she does not ask for her Mother
hospital in the morning. ex-husband’s help, even after discovering her son’s diabetes, where

she washes dishes throughout the night in a kebab shop and rushes to
the hospital in the morning to take care of her son.

21 I was not the granddaughter of my grandmother Shahla, who was made of a | Shahla revolts against the rule of the parents' right of choosing the Revoluti-
different metal altogether, who was shameless and fearless. Shahla, my | sons-in-law by running away with a man, who she likes from a hostile onary
grandmother, used to [...] say, ‘Follow your heart always, daughter of mine.' Her | tribe to her tribe, after midnight to marry him without her parents'
marriage was a love match. approval.

125 | "One night I went to the storeroom, opened each sack and scattered the rice, the | Madam Lamaa rejects her husband’ disregard and his attempt to Revoluti-
flour, the sugar, the lentils, the dry fruit all over the place. I took my clothes off | marry another woman just because she has put on weight, where she onary
and walked out of the house as Allah had created me and stood under His vast | scatters hysterically the foodstuffs in the storehouse and then
sky looking for stars. undresses and goes out into the street naked.

40 I (Salma's mother) cannot visit you (Salma) because your father haj Ibrahim and | Salma's mother obeys her husband’s orders unquestionably, where Obedient
your brother Mahmoud forbade me to come. They said they would shoot me too. | her fear of being killed for disobeying her husband obliges her to give Wife

up her right to visit her daughter in prison.

124 | I gave birth to five sons, kept his house clean and cooked him a fresh meal every | Madam Lamaa performs household chores permanently and under Obedient
day. Whenever he turned round in bed I opened my very heart for him. All of this | any circumstances. She serves her husband perfectly, although her Wife

was not enough.

efforts are not estimated and lead to be treated like a home slave by
her husband.

273




City of Veils - Table (2)

P.N Quotations Interpretations Images

8 At eleven, Raja’ had become a “woman,” and her mother had draped her | Instilling the religious dictates in the children's identities and | Powerful
in a veil and sent her off to be with her sisters. He (Nayir) never saw her | teaching them the need to abide by these rules is not an easy task. Mothers
again. Raja’s mother veils her daughter and prevents her access to men

when she matures. Katya as well feels fully comfortable when

41 Her own spiritual comforts belonged to the back porch of the house, [...] | she prays with her mother at home.
where she and her mother had always done evening prayers before dinner.

87 Of course her (Nuha's) mother had come in to bring dinner and to shoot | They support their children in their joys and sorrows, even after | Powerful
him (Osama) nasty looks, but otherwise he’d managed to avoid the whole | becoming adults, which shows their sense of responsibility Mothers
family. towards their children. Nuha's mother stares indignantly at her

son-in-law, due to his dispute with her daughter. Osama's mother

121 | Osama remembered shopping for Nuha’s trousseau. His mother had taken | finds happiness with her participation in her son's joy of marriage
him to a lingerie store, and they’d spent three hours in the place. by helping in purchasing bridal gifts.

94 He wanted Mona to wear an abaaya and hijab around certain friends but | Mona subjugates to husband’s demands, where he interferes in | Obedient
casual pants and no headscarf around others. [...] He gave her rules for | her personal affairs such as clothing styles, wearing makeup, and wife
wearing makeup [...]. She was allowed to take classes [...] and she was | going out of home as if she is owned by her husband.
not allowed to go to a class if he was home, because he might need her for
something.

71 She (Nuha) must have woken up in the middle of the night to finish an | Nuha does her best to preserve her marital sexual relationship, | Obedient
article. She worked in the kitchen at night, because her office was just off | where although she is exhausted and has a deadline for wife
the bedroom, and sometimes the sound of her typing woke him. submitting an article to the newspaper in which she works, Nuha

complies with her husband's sexual desire to gain her husband's
satisfaction, and thus forced to get up at midnight to finish her
work.

65 Donia was looking at the makeup case lying open on the vanity table. | Donia refrains from displaying her beauty for men since it is one | Religious
Katya could see the disapproval in her eyes. of the forbidden issues in Islam for women, where the

condemnation’s signs appear on her face when she observes that
Katya uses cosmetics.
67 “Would you come with me to this man’s apartment?” she asked. Due to the religious concepts Katya avoids being alone with an Religious

unrelated man in seclusion from other people. Therefore she
doesn’t go alone to the man’s apartment who had a business
relation with the victim Leila and she asks the male character
Nayir to accompany her.
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