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ABSTRAK 
 

Masyarakat Malaysia yang disifatkan semakin berpecah belah mengikut golongan etnik 
pada masa kini mencerminkan suasana 'tegang-stabil' yang berterusan dalam struktur 
sosial negara sehingga boleh mengakibatkan pembahagian dalam sistem pendidikan. Ini 
dikatakan telah mengakibatkan suatu keadaan kurang memahami di antara satu sama 
lain, khususnya di kalangan remaja di negara ini. Isu utama adalah kurangnya 
pengetahuan di kalangan remaja mengenai pembelajaran berakal yang bersifat positif, 
terhadap perasaan yang mendalam kepada etos kesapaduan nasionalistik bersandarkan 
ideologi kebangsaan, yakni, Rukun Negara. Oleh itu, objektif asas kajian ini adalah, 
pertama, untuk menyiasat sejauh manakah kurikulum pendidikan Bahasa Inggeris 
sekolah awam dapat menyemai nilai-nilai kenegaraan dalam pelajar, dan kedua, 
bagaimana ianya dapat membantu dalam usaha pembinaan ‘jambatan sosial’ di kalangan 
remaja sekolah Malaysia itu. Justeru itu, kajian ini menggunakan kedua-dua pendekatan 
kajian kualitatif dan kuantitatif. Seterusnya, bagi menyiasat pernyataan masalah kajian 
ini di atas, metodologi kajian merangkumi bacaan dan analisis pelbagai bahan dan 
sumber primer dan sekunder seperti artikel jurnal, buku, bab buku, dan kenyataan rasmi 
kerajaan, termasuk sumber-sumber dari internet. Beberapa sesi temubual telah 
dijalankan dengan responden yang terdiri dari pelajar, guru, ahli akademik, dan 
beberapa individu awam yang dikenal pasti. Soal-selidik berstruktur digunakan di dalam 
kajian ini untuk mendapatkan maklumat di kalangan pelajar tingkatan dua peringkat 
menengah rendah, dan tingkatan empat di peringkat menengah atas, di beberapa sekolah 
menengah kerajaaan. Dapatan kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa pelajar tingkatan dua 
lebih berpandangan positif daripada pelajar tingkatan empat, terhadap penerimaan nilai 
kenegaraan; pelajar-pelajar di kedua-dua peringkat persekolahan itu berpendapat 
pembelajaran nilai kenegaraan menerusi subjek Bahasa Inggeris boleh memberi kesan 
positif di dalam memajukan nilai kenegaraan. Pelajar menyarankan lebih banyak usaha 
perlu dilaksanakan oleh pihak pendidik ke arah integrasi nasional. Responden kajian 
berpendapat bahawa pembelajaran Bahasa Inggeris boleh menjadi landasan konstruktif 
bagi pembelajaran nilai kenegaraan ke arah integrasi nasional. Hampir semua responden 
menegaskan bahawa guru merupakan salah satu pembina negara yang utama, dan ia 
dilihat sebagai salah satu agen penting negara bagi memupuk ‘pendidikan’ berasaskan 
nilai kenegaraan di kalangan remaja sekolah dan seterusnya, generasi muda-mudi di 
Malaysia. 

 
Kata Kunci: Integrasi Nasional, Struktur Sosial Negara, Etos Kesapaduan 
Nasionalistik, Rukun Negara, ‘Pendidikan’ Berasaskan Nilai Kenegaraan. 
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ABSRACT 
 

The ethnically ‘compartmentalised’ Malaysian society characterised increasingly today 
by a state of constant ‘stable tension’ in the nation’s social fabric, can be attributed to 
the ‘divided’ education system. This is said to have resulted today in a lack of mutual 
understanding, particularly amongst the nation’s growing youth. The cardinal issue here 
is a knowledge deficiency amongst school-youth of positive cognitive learning towards 
developing a deep sense of a nationalistic ethos based on the national ideology, the 
Rukun Negara. As such, the primary objectives of this study are to firstly, look into the 
extent the English Language public school education curriculum can instill nationhood 
values in students, and secondly, how it can contribute towards the building of strong 
‘social bridges’ amongst Malaysian school-youth. Thus, accordingly, this study uses 
both the qualitative and quantitative research approaches. Further, to investigate the 
problem statement of this study, the research methodology encompassed the study and 
analysis of materials from primary and secondary sources, such as journal articles, 
books, book chapters, official government statements, including internet-based 
materials. Interviews were conducted, with the respondents who consisted of groups of 
students, teachers, academics, and certain identified public individuals. A structured 
questionnaire survey was used to obtain information from the form two lower secondary 
and form four upper secondary students in public secondary schools. The findings of 
this study indicated that the form two students were more positively inclined towards 
the acceptance of nationhood values, than form four students; both student groups felt 
that the ‘education’ of English Language nationhood values can further enhance the said 
values in students. Further, they suggested that all education authorities need to do more 
to achieve the goal of national integration. The respondents opined emphatically that the 
learning of English can be a constructive platform for the nurturing of nationhood 
values in students. Nearly all the respondents strongly emphasised that the teacher is one 
of the nation’s key nation-builders, and is a crucial agent in ‘educating’ school-youth 
with nationhood values-based 'education', and further, the young Malaysian generation. 

 
 
 

Key words: National Integration, Social Fabric, Nationalistic Ethos, Rukun Negara, 
Nationhood Values-based ‘Education’. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 

1.1 Introduction 
 

The Malaysian plural society, from a historical perspective, can be said to have had 

its beginnings in the Malacca sultanate era in the fifteenth century and earlier. 

Immigrant communities from India and China particularly, together with the arrival 

of the Javanese, Bugis and others from the Indonesian islands in the nineteenth 

century, and this continuing even until today, had clearly contributed to the creation 

of a cosmopolitan society, not only in Malacca, but also on the eastern Malayan 

seaboard of Terengganu and Kelantan. This phenomenon has clearly and irrevocably 

changed the political, cultural and demographic structure of the Malayan and 

Malaysian polity as it is of today (Kahn, 2006. pp. 36, 39, 40; Milner, 2011.pp.10-11; 

Judith Nagata, in Maznah Mohamad and Syed Muhd Khairudin Aljunied, Eds.2011). 

 
Following from this early widespread influx of a diverse mix of peoples from 

different parts of the world, according to Khoo Kay Khim [in Lim, Gomez, Azly 

Rahman, (Eds). 2009], a ―sense of separate development and separate identity of the 

various (individual) communities arose from a complex plethora of factors‖. As 

Khoo further purports, that it was not simply ―the result of the machinations of the 

British administration which tended to act according to practical economic 

considerations.‖ The decisive factors demonstrably, included occupational 

specialization of the existing and migrant ethnic communities. 

 
Added to this above factor, was the physical separation of one community from the 
other. With time, other internal factors, such as the communal propensity to retain 
and practise one‘s ‗individual‘ civilizational cultures and ethnic differences 
―…through ethnic schools, clubs, associations and religious institutions, as well as 

the emergence of ‗ethnic nationalisms‘ in the early 20th century…‖, have all tended 

to reinforce the already latent ethnic differences and cleavages, projecting to the 
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APPENDIX A: PHOTOGRAPHS WITH MALAYSIAN PERSONALITIES 
 

1. Research student with Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, former 
Prime Minister of Malaysia.  
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2. Research student with Tan Sri Joseph Kurup, Minister in the Prime 
Minister‟s Office for unity and national integration.  
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APPENDIX B: LETTERS FROM MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION, STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS AND 

PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION 
 

1. Letter from Ministry of Education  
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2. Letter from Kedah Education Department  
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3. Letter from Pulau Pinang Education Department.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

335 



4. Letter from Perak Darul Ridzuan Education Department.  
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5. Letter to Terengganu Education Department. 
 

24 October 2013.  
En. Suranthiran Naidu  M.N.Naidu 

 
Institut Pemikiran Dr. Mahathir,  
Pusat Pengajian Perundangan, Kerajaan dan 
Antarabangsa, Universiti Utara Malaysia,  
Kedah Darul 

Aman. Kepada, 
 

Pengarah Pendidikan, 
Unit Perhubungan,  
Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri 
Terengganu, Kuala Terengganu.  
(up En Hamid 
Yahya, Pn Normah). 

 
 

Tuan, 
 

Per: Penyelidikan di Sekolah. 
 

Saya, seperti di atas, memohon kebenaran tuan untuk menjalankan kajian ringkas 
di sebuah sekolah (satu) di negeri Trengganu, yang kami berharap akan di 
tetapkan oleh pihak tuan. 

 
2. Tajuk penyelidikan berkanaan adalah seperti berikut, 

 
“ The Inculcation of nationhood Values in the Malaysian Secondary 
Schools: Bahasa Malaysia and English”. 

 
3. Permohonon ini dirujuk kepada surat kelulusan Kementerian Pelajaran Malasia, 
KP(BPPDP)603/5/JLD.10(53), bertarikh 30 Oktober 2012, yang telah 
disampaikan melalui emel kepada KPP Bahagian Akademik, En Azman Osman, 
dan seterusnya, kepada Unit Perhubungan tuan. 

 
4. Kami perlukan kerjasama tuan untuk memilih sebuah sekolah pusat yang 
menerima pelajar dari kawasan luar bandar dan bandar, selepas peperiksaan UPSR 
dan PMR itu. Diminta sampaikan maklumat berkenan Guru Kanan Bahasa 
sekolah berkenaan, supaya kami dapat uruskan hal bersabit kajian ini, melalui 
hubungan talipon secara cepat mungkin dan dengan cara teraturnya. 

 
5.Juga, diharapkan sekolah yang di pilih tuan terkandung populasi pelajar 
berbilang kaum, dengar sebaik yang boleh. 

 
Kami berharap dapat maklumat ini dari pihak tuan secepat mungkin 
memandangkan permulaan cuti sekolah tidak lama lagi. 

 
Sekian, terima kasih. 
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“BERKHIDMAT UNTUK NEGARA”. 
 

Yang benar, 
 

(Penyelidik, En. Suranthiran Naidu). 
 

sk. 1. Ketua Sektor, Bhg Perancangan dan Penyelidikan Dasar Pendidikan, Kem 
Pendidikan Malaysia. 

 
2.KPP, Bhg. Akademik, JPN Terengganu 

 

 
[Arrangements to obtain the requisite data from the Selangor state were carried out 
with the assistance of teachers known to the researcher]. 
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6. Letter from Perdana Leadership Foundation  
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APPENDIX C: E-MAIL INTERVIEW WITH YB TUAN 
KHAIRY JAMALUDDIN ABU BAKAR, MINISTER OF 

YOUTH AND SPORTS, MALAYSIA 
 
 

Interview questions and responses 
 

1. Are language education programmes and their concomitant values 
dimension-with particular reference to the English language, an effective means 
for personal, holistic advancement for Malaysian youth, in the context of today‟s 
globalizing world? 

 
Yes, I do believe that an effective teaching programme in English would be an 
effective way for personal and holistic growth for the Malaysian youth. I would like 
to reiterate that I believe most Malaysians are in agreement that a strong command of 
the English language is an essential prerequisite for any schoolleaver who wants to 
understand and absorb the massive corpus of knowledge available in reference books 
written in English at the tertiary level, or any graduate who wants to compete in the 
marketplace. 

 
The English language has become a basic requirement for students and job-seekers in 
this increasingly globalized world where it is, for now, the undisputed lingua franca. 
The issue here is not the importance of English. That is self-evident and the education 
system must commit itself to making our students fluent in English. In fact, I have 
consistently urged Malays and the Malaysian youth at large to emulate other 
communities in Malaysia by becoming bilingual, even trilingual. 

 
Many communities around the world have already immersed themselves in strong 
multicultural values; language is a strong tenant of many of them. The necessity to 
master the English language is the first step to understanding that the realms of 
linguistics isn‟t confined to just English but the ability to deconstruct entire societal 
concerns, language is merely a tool in achieving that. 

 
2. In your view, do the English language education texts and teaching lessons, 
reflect the principles and nationhood values projected in the Federal 
Constitution, the Rukun Negara and the National Education Philosophy? 

 
I don‟t think that the language education texts and teaching lessons solely reflect 
values in the Federal Constitution, Rukun Negara and the National Education 
Philosophy. The teaching lessons have a bigger objective which is to get students to 
be proficient and fluent in the language. The clincher here is the understanding that 
the youth are not ignorant of these articles. It is interest that we need to foster. Sure 
we can insert anecdotes and examples that can foster the love for a country and 
patriotism, but I believe that strong and prosperous nations are made up of citizens 
who are skilled, well-educated and confident. 

 
3. Do you think that English language lessons on nationhood values can help 
Malaysian youth to develop positive inter-communal understanding and 
relationships, help remove any ignorance of one another‟s cultures and 
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religions, deepen one‟s APPRECIATION of one another‟s aspirations and hopes 
as Malaysian citizens?  
I think that nationhood values can help Malaysian youths to understand each 
otherbetter, full stop. It does not necessarily have to be conducted in English. I 
believe that deeper understanding comes from sharing a common language and I 
believe that every single Malaysian should at least have a certain level of proficiency 
in the national language which is Bahasa Malaysia. It saddens me that there is still a 
large segment of the population who live in parallel lines, where they don‟t meet and 
they don‟t interact. They speak in their own native languages and don‟t bother to 
learn the national language because there isn‟t a need for it. This has to change. If it is 
more effective to teach English to achieve these results, I would encourage it. 

 
4. To what extent do you think that the national education leadership, and the 
English language teachers using nationhood thematic teaching items in their 
lessons, can help in fostering a deeper sense of belonging to the nation, a 
common national identity, and thereby, help enhance national integration and 
solidarity among our students and the Malaysian society at large?  
In so far as any teacher is able to present, educate and inspire their students they will 
be able to successfully forward values that are congruent to the development of 
nationhood principles such as patriotism. It must be noted however, that the main 
goal is the education of these children based on their syllabi. Conducting nationhood 
themes is not mutually exclusive to the teaching of English alone. It is effective in the 
inclusion of many subjects and that is the key point here. 

 
Utilizing teachers and a medium of forwarding themes is a great method. This is only 
strengthened by how committed, passionate and sincere our teachers are. It is not 
sufficient for there to be a lesson format that teachers read from; instead these 
principles must be exemplified in their daily routine. It will not be disputed that a vast 
majority of teachers sacrifice hours upon hours in order to achieve an outcome that is 
desirable to every student. Fostering a national identity in every student is a daunting 
task on top of their role as educators. This is especially true given that many students 
form a unique set of qualities that craft either a path that is easier for nationhood 
values to be instilled or one that is difficult. Teachers may have to assess, evaluate 
and care for each student in a unique and non-contradictory manner. Therefore, 
whilst they are most definitely in the best position to do so, the outcomes of their 
attempts must be juxtaposed against the hurdles they have to overcome. 

 
5. General thoughts on the „Gen-Y‟  
There is a wealth of tapped and untapped potential with the Millennials. There is a 
delicate balance required when engaging with the youth and especially the Gen-Y. It 
is my strong opinion that enforcing the education syllabi to its fullest and creating 
more opportunities for recognition of youth talent is key in addressing various areas 
of concern amongst the Gen-Y. 

 
Many of these communities have a weapon that had yet been unsheathed by 
generations before them; technology. The access to social media at the click of a 
button, a wave of a hand or a nod of the head is a clear sign that there is ultimately no 
real excuse for engaging with untapped potential. The English language has a 
plethora of platforms at its disposal. The options are endless and the potential, 
indescribab 
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APPENDIX D: STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE, OPEN-ENDED QUESTION 
ITEMS- RATING SCHEME AND SOME RELATED RESPONSES OF 

STUDENT RESPONDENTS. 
 

Table D.1. 
 

Rating scheme of student responses for determination of dependent variable scores  
 

RS STUDENT RESPONDENT RESPONSES  
1 Short responses:-„No‟, „Yes‟, „Maybe‟  
2 Brief, abrupt responses:-„Not very possible‟, „Quite difficult‟, „Not 

so helpful‟  
3 Lacking clarity:-„Teacher not fair’, „Students little chance’, „Lessons 

be more’, ‘Nobody guide’  
4 Attempts made on knowledge issues: -„Teacher important’, „A lot 

exam work’, ‘Little all students in activity‟  
5 Divided  stand:-„Not  so  good‟,  „More  class  activities,  then  maybe‟, 

„Language item is for study grammar. Maybe later‟  
6 Brief knowledge and positive stand:-„Ya. Saling bantu-membantu, bekerja-

sama, sayang-menyangi‟, „About flora, our country, state, Malaysians, food, 
get independence‟, „sense of true unity‟, ‘learn other culture’, „feel patriotic 
as a Malaysian‟, „Makes me feel proud‟, ‘Live in peace’,…  

7 Positive and short concurrence:-„People can be well‟, „Good for country‟, „I 
feel more united‟, „It is beneficial to learn about our country‟, „Nation can be 
more peaceful‟, ‘More understanding very good, 1Malaysia be success’,….  

8 Positive substantiation:-„Good for helping others‟, „It is very vital to create 
a better student‟, ‘If one person is bad, the race of other person may be 
good’, „Opportunity should be given to those with high elligibility‟, „Yes- help 
to accept and respect others’ culture and religion’, „…The best way to 
interact is hold more activities which can include of different religions and 
races‟, „By these language items, I can know the cultures of other 
Malaysians, so I can communicate with other friends of different races 
and also improve the unity…‟, „Education plays important role as they 
are capable to change opinion‟,  

9 Substantiation and some elaboration:- „Unity is good for all‟, „People can 
work hard‟, „Socializing for me is better to instill unity‟, „Can create a  
better generation when we are united‟, „Be more open-minded about 
racial issues‟, „We are living in Malaysia. No unity, no peace‟  

10 Positive substantiation on study themes:-„Unity can bring stability, 
economic growth‟, „People will enjoy well-being‟, „If people do not accept 
one another there can be conflict‟   

[As based on Curriculum Development Centre, Ministry of Education Bahasa 
Inggeris Syllabus 2003, and Forms 2 and 4 English Language Texts, KBSM 2003, 
2011 Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, Malaysia. The above rating schema is with 
reference to section 3.8.1., p. 164 and Table 3.4, p. 158].  
Key: RS- Rating Scheme- 1 to 10 score points; Italics- Indicating linguistic error; 

Expressions in bold and underlined indicating deeper thought given, 
demonstrating sense of positivity. 
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2.Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohammad, (18.12.2014) 
3.Tan Sri Joseph Kurup, Minister for National Unity and Integration, Prime 

Minister‟s Office (5.2.2015)  
4.Yang Berhormat Khairy Jamalluddin Abu Bakar, Minister for Youth and Sports, 

Malaysia (email, 29.4.2015)  
5.Professor Dr. Mohamed Ishak, Vice Chancellor, Universiti Utara Malaysia 

(28.7.2013)  
6.Professor Dr. Nor Adenan Yahya, Vice Chancellor Al-Bukhary 

International University (AIU) (21.8.2014)  
7.Professor Datuk Dr.Abdul Rahman Abdul Aziz, Pengarah,  
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8.Encik Gandesan Letchumanan, Director General, Department of Unity 

and National Integration, PrimeMinister‟s Office, Malaysia (7.8.2014)  
9. Dr. R. Sivaperagasam Rajanthiran, Senior Lecturer, School of Law, Government 

and International Relations, Universiti Utara Malaysia (20.12.2013)  
10.Professsor Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, Director of the Movement for a Just World 

(JUST) (14.5.2008)  
11.Distinguished Professor Shamsul Amri Baharuddin, Director, Ethnic Studies 

Department (KITA), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (8.5.2015)  
12.Professor Dr. Ibrahim Bajunid Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 

INTI University College (16.6.2014)  
13.Dr. Tan Chik Heok, President, Tunku Abdul Rahman University 

Collegem (KTAR), Kuala Lumpur (email, 3.7.2014)  
14.Professor Dr. Mansor Mohd Noor, Principal Research Fellow, Institute of Ethnic 

Studies, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (30.4.2015)  
15.Professor Dato‟ Dr. Teo Kok Seong, Principal Fellow, Institute of Ethnic Studies, 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (14.5.2015)  
16.Datuk Dr. Denison Jayasooria, Principal Research Fellow, Institute of Ethnic 

Studies, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (2.7.2015) 
 

17.Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye, member of the National Unity Consultative 
Council (NUCC), Trustee of 1Malaysia Foundation (8.8.2014)  

18.Tan Sri Raman Navaratnam Former Secretary General,  
Ministry of Transport, Malaysia (email) 

19.Mr. Siva Subramaniam, Former Commissioner of SUHAKAM (27.5.2008)  
20.Dr. Ahmad Masum, Senior Law Lecturer, Universiti Utara Malaysia (26.7.2012). 
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APPENDIX F: ANALYSIS OF PILOT STUDY DATA INPUT OF STUDENTS 
AND TEACHERS FROM THE KEDAH DARUL AMAN, TERENGGANU 

AND SELANGOR STATES 
 

A. The following tables show the student and teacher respondents responses in the 
pilot study conducted. 

 
As this study purports to investigate and understand the ramifications that can help 
illuminate further the trajectory towards Malaysian national integration, it was felt 
that teachers and student respondents at the hub of the nation- Selangor, and from the 
east coast state of Terengganu, be solicited for their views on the issues involved in 
this study. 

 
The above respondents‟ stand-points, it was particularly held, can contribute towards 
establishing the validity and reliability of the research instruments and further 
the direction and purpose of this study, in that, it can provide input as to whether 
„other‟ secondary school students and English language teachers in their possibly, 
socially and psychologically different situations and environments, can be 
nurtured to regard the impact of the English language nationhood lessons as 
contributing towards enhancing the sense of solidarity and promoting the aspirations 
of the Rukun Negara, and this can be viewed, in all earnestness, as an essential 
dimension of education, for our adolescent students. 

 
Further, this data input from other than the three northern states involved in the main 
study, indicates that (is akin to) the use of the data triangulation research method, 
in that „distanced data assets‟ using although „different‟ regional texts, guided 
emphatically by national administrative procedures, but nevertheless, on the common 
national (language) curriculum, could then go to establish some convergence in the 
findings and their possible, broader applicabilities (Bryman, A. E. 
www.referenceworld.com/sage/socialscience). . 

 
B. In this study thus, the generally convergent findings, both in terms of the students‟ 
and the teachers‟ responses, in the primary area of study in the three northern states 
mainly, and the states of Terengganu and Selangor, illustrate that, 

 
i. English lesson nationhood values education does, and can have a further 

positive impact on young learners‟ sense of national integration, and 
 

ii. inadequacies exist in relation to the above, particularly with respect to the 
teacher-teaching, nationhood themes and content domains in language 
education. However, with improved implementation of the education 
national curriculum, and together with the national language- Bahasa 
Malaysia, and other curriculum subjects, a greater sense of social solidarity 
can be attained among Malaysian school youth and in the larger society (see 
chapter.4, p.173; chapter 5, sections 5.2.2., 5.2.3, pp. 265, 269 for further 
discussion). 

 
C. The results in all three states however, tend to be skewed generally to the centre 
and right, that is, „average‟ and „quite a lot‟, in terms of the student respondents‟ 
regard particularly, of the extent of the English lessons nationhood values education 
on students‟ sense of national integration. 
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Table F.1 
Selangor and Terengganu student cohorts: Response counts ratings for 
English lessons nationhood content 

 
VL+L(NEGATIVE) AV QL+VM AV+QL+VM 

   (POSITIVE) 
    

12   (11 per cent) 32 67 ( 60 per cent) 99 (89 per cent) 
   
Total Response   
Counts  111  

   

Key: VL - „Very Little‟ rating, AV - „Average‟ rating, 
L  - „Little‟ rating,  VM    -„Very Much‟ rating. 

QL - „Quite a Lot‟ rating,   
 
 

For the Questionnaire Section II, open-ended questions (see Chapter 3, section 3.5, p. 
141), the Selangor forms two students tended to be generally brief. Their responses 
were both positive and negative as regards their perceptions of the extent of the 
English lessons nationhood values impact on them. This can well be due to a lack of 
proficiency in the English language, to elaborate and discuss further what they may 
have actually intended to say. 
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APPENDIX G: THE BARRETT TAXONOMY OF THE COGNITIVE AND 
AFFECTIVE DIMENSIONS FOR READING AND LEARNING 

 
Comprehension 

 
In reading methods courses, textbook manuals, and lists of behavioral objectives, 
three kinds of questions are usually mentioned: 1) literal, 2) inferential, and 3) 
assimilative, which includes critical questioning for factual material and creative 
questions for stories, poems, plays, etc... 

 
The reading manuals are usually very helpful to the teacher in guiding questioning, 
but the other subject areas rarely have manuals with such explicit help.Teachers often 
try to use the literal, inferential, and assimilative categories in the content areas, but 
find there is need for clarification or examples of the categories. The Barrett 
Taxonomy (Clymer, 1968), designed originally to assist classroom teachers in 
developing comprehension questions and / or test questions for reading, is especially 
useful for classroom questioning in other content areas as well. The first two 
categories, literal comprehension and reorganization, deal with the facts as presented 
orally or in the books the students have read, and thus result in closed questions that 
have a single correct response. A possible exception is Synthesizing (2.4) if the 
combination of facts presented leads to a totally new idea. Under those conditions, 
the student has creatively added his or her uniqueness to the presented information. 
However, in classroom learning, synthesis is most often the putting together of facts 
to reach a generalization or concept or definition. The remaining categories will 
always involve the student‟s own background of experience. As a result, it is 
possible to have as many different, but correct, responses as there are students 
present, since each brings to school a different background of home, family, friends, 
and learnings. These categories therefore lead to the development of open-ended 
questions. Although the classroom teacher who focuses on these higher questions has 
to allow more time for the varied responses, the degree of learning that can be 
evaluated is at least as great, and often greater, since adequate response to questions 
at these levels must incorporate the information that could have been gathered by 
“fact” questions. Therefore, as much or more can be gained for teacher and for 
students from a lesson with only a few higher level questions and the varied 
responses, since all the “facts” are checked while the students get practice in using 
higher cognitive thinking processes. 

 
Quick Reference Outline of The Barrett 
Taxonomy 
1.0 Literal Comprehension 
1.1. Recognition 
1.2. Recall 
2.0. Reorganization; 3.0. Inferential Comprehension  
4.0. Evaluation 
5.0. Appreciation. 
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APPENDIX H: LANGUAGE CURRICULUM, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION,  
MALAYSIA/KEMENTERIAN PENDIDIKAN MALAYSIA, HURAIAN 

SUKATAN PELAJARAN, KURIKULUM BERSEPADU SEKOLAH, 
MENENGAH, 2003, CURRICULUM SPECIFICATIONS 

 
 

The Ministry of Education Malaysia common Malay language (Bahasa Melayu) 
subject syllabus (2003) states in its introduction that, 

 
the above syllabus aims at building a sense of love in learners for the Malay 
language, directed at cultivating a national ethos, the spirit of love for the 
nation as a single vision to be infused in class learning is also emphasized. 

 
It clearly further stresses that learners need to learn the Malay language in order to 
experience, practise good moral values, adopt a positive approach to life, attain a 
spirit of patriotism, and a love for the Malaysian nation, that is, 

 
Education in values, citizenship and patriotism is to be given particular 
attention, in line with the nation‟s goal of evolving a national civil society 
(Sukatan Pelarajan Bahasa Melayu KBSM, p. 17). 

 
Values and Citizenship  
The values contained in the secondary Moral Education syllabus have been 
incorporated in the language-Bahasa Malaysia, English language and vernacular 
languages, learning outcomes and include patriotism and good citizenship. 

 
In section 3.2, page 8, the syllabus states that in the process of language learning 
development, the value of coming to a common stand and to have one ‘voice’ 
through shared discussions and deliberations with others, is targeted as a learning 
outcome. In section 5.0 the emphasis in value acquisition by students is emphasized. 
Constructivism as a pedagogical approach is stressed in teaching-learning contexts. 
This then can help learners to expand and delve further on their learned knowledge, 
in respect of better and deeper understanding of academic and particularly, socio-
cultural knowledge, so as to build responsible and civic-minded citizens of the nation 
(sections 3.0, 4.0, pp. 17, 8). 

 
-Bahasa Melayu Form 2 Syllabus. 

 
In the Curriculum Development Centre, Ministry of Education Form Two Bahasa 
Melayu syllabus (2003), the emphasis on the teaching and learning of moral 
values, and cultivating in students a spirit of patriotism and citizenship, is given 
primary importance in the preface to the document itself (Dr. Sharifah 
Maimunah bt. Syed Zin, p.ix). The essential references to nation-building on the 
basis that language can be an effective means towards national integration are, 
that the Bahasa Melayu curriculum in general, and that for the above stage of 
schooling, is to function as a means of national integration in the nation,  
the spirit of love for the nation to be shared by all citizens through the Malay 
language in classroom teaching and learning activities,  
that Bahasa Melayu education is directed towards the evolution of a Malaysian 
civil society (p.4). 
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-Bahasa Melayu Form 4 Syllabus  
In this syllabus as for the above, the emphasis on the teaching and learning of moral 
values and instilling in learners a positive sense and spirit of patriotism and 
citizenship, is emphasized, 

 
The following elements in relation to nation-building are incorporated in the above 
syllabus, 

 
that moral values education and the cultivation of a spirit of patriotism and good 
citizenship, is said to be given a definite priority in the education of the young (2003, 
v, p.iii, ), 

 
that the Bahasa Melayu (later changed to Bahasa Malaysia) curriculum for this stage 
of education, will be taught so as to sow the seeds of love for the nation, towards a 
common national vision, amongst the learners [ibid, p. iv, v-section on objectives of 
language syllabus, point vi; ix)], 

 
that the content of the Bahasa Malaysia Form 4 curriculum will particularly focus on 
the teaching-learning of values for citizenship and patriotism for the nation, in line 
with the stated national objective of the formation of a Malaysian civil society. This 
necessarily thus entails the realization of the above goals of imbueing a sense and 
spirit of love and patriotism for the nation, through language education in students, 
towards national integration (ibid, section f.-Pengisian Kurikulum, p. vii; in Strategi 
Pengajaran dan Pembelajaran-Penyerapan, ii, p. xi). 

 
Curriculum Development Centre, Ministry of Education, Bahasa Inggeris 
Syllabus 2003 

 
-Bahasa Inggeris Form 2 Syllabus. 

 
The construction of the contents of this English language curriculum for the stated 
stage of school education, is acknowledged as based on the National Education 
Philosophy. The elements in this curriculum that are conceived in line with goals of 
the Rukun Negara and nation-building are, 

 
that learners will be taught English such that they will be able to “…show an 
awareness and appreciation of moral values and love towards the nation” 
(Curriculum Development Centre, Ministry of Education Form Two Bahasa Inggeris 
syllabus 2003, iv, p.1). The English curriculum, together with that of Bahasa  
Malaysia, sees language education as a constructive and formative instrument for 
the young to be nurtured as good Malaysian citizens, 

 
that the educational emphases in the English language curriculum at this school 
level, have incorporated the learning of moral values, the cultivation of patriotic 
values and good citizenship, and the appreciation of the Malaysian way of life in 
learners (ibid, pp. 3,5), 

 
that an „important consideration for teaching‟ is seen as the principle of integration 
in the teaching-learning contexts, with the theme and value of patriotism for the 
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nation presented together with other aspects such as health, environment, economic 
development and so on, is given appropriate attention (ibid, p. 4). 

 
-Bahasa Inggeris Form 4 Syllabus. 

 
The English language is the nation‟s second language of importance for all 
intents and purposes. It is taught in all national and national-type schools as the 
second language in line with its status as the second language of the nation, and it is 
compulsory for all students to study it. 

 
The following elements in this above level curriculum delineate its role in nation-
building, 

 
that it is one of the aims of this curriculum to enable learners to “show an awareness 
and appreciation of moral values and love towards the nation” (2003, p.1). This goal 
is an extension of the similar curriculum objectives for the earlier secondary school 
levels,  
that moral values-education is deemed important in the education development of 
the students and this is to be taught together with themes on patriotism and good  
citizenship, 

 
that in the pedagogical approach of integrating varied learning themes and language 
skills, language constructs aimed at developing a feeling of patriotism and loyalty 
are infused in the class lessons, so as to develop learners‟ cognitive and affective 
skills and their „multi intelligences‟, 

 
Real-life challenging tasks and an emphasis on Malaysian values and way of life 
(ibid, pp.5, 6) are encouraged at this stage of student education, which show that the 
above curriculum can be said to suggest that learners be exposed at a higher level, to 
important current issues like social integration, cultures of others, environmental 
and health security and so on (ibid, p. 8; p. 19, 3.1.d- language for aesthetic use-
understanding other people’s cultures, traditions, customs and beliefs) (emphases 
by researcher). 
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APPENDIX I: SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE TEXT MATERIALS ON 
NATIONAL/NATIONHOOD THEMES 

 
Table I.1. 

 
Summary of analysis of English language text materials on national-nationhood 
themes. 

 
Language LF I- LF II LF III Teaching-Teacher Task  

 K-C     Not 
      e:   Ve-D Ev.-A Mc-Nhv  
   Fig       

BM-F 2 24 (70) 24 (70) 23 (70) 19 (60) 1 ures 

BM-F 4 21 (60) 18 (60) 14 (45) 21 (60) - in 
par       

EL-F 2 22 (60) 18 (60) 11 (30) 17 (50) - ent 

EL-F 4 33 (90) 24 (75) 22 (60) 21 (60) - hes 
es        
indi 

cate the number of possible teaching-learning activities as based on the language 
curriculum dimensions for i. (LF I)- Interpersonal Use, ii. (LF II)- Informational  
Use, and iii. (LF III)- Aesthetic Use; Teacher-Teaching Task refers to text 
explication and suggestions for pedagogical, higher-order thinking (HOTS) 
applications (Malaysian Education blueprint 2013-2025, Ministry of Education). 

 
Key: LF- Language Focus; BM- Bahasa Malaysia; EL- English Language; F-Form; 
LF-Language Focus; K-C- Knowledge-Comprehension;VE- Values Education; D-
Discussion; Ev- Evaluation; A- Appreciation; MC- Malaysian Context; NHV-
Nationhood Values. 
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APPENDIX J: INTER-COMMUNAL STUDIES QUESTIONNAIRE MODELS 
 

I. Fostering inter-ethnic relations in Macedonia-  
The importance of pre-service teacher-training (Improving Inter-Ethnic Relations in 
Macedonia).  
Hanneke Deenen,  
June 2014. Masters thesis, Education, Socialization and Youth Policy, Utrecht 
University, OSCE (Organisation for Social Security and Co-operation in Europe) 
mission to Skopje. 

 
Related question items 

 
-Were you friends with children from a different ethnicity than your own in 
the period you were attending primary school?  
□ Yes 
□ No  
-Were you friends with children from a different ethnicity than your own in 
the period you were attending secondary school?  
□ Yes 
□ No 

 
 Question Never Sometimes Regularly Often 

 How often were □ □ □ □ 
 you in contact     
 (e.g. being in the     
 same school or     
 neighborhood)     
 with children     
 from a different     
 ethnicity than     
 your own in the     
 period you were     
 attending     
 primary school?     

 How often were □ □ □ □ 
 you in contact     
 (e.g. being in the     
 same school or     
 neighborhood)     
 with children     
 from a different     
 ethnicity than     
 your own in the     
 period you were     
 attending     
 secondary     
 school?     

 
 

352 
                                                                                    



 
 
 
 
 

How often did □ □ □ □ 
you interact (e.g.     
playing together)     
with children     
from a different     
ethnicity than     
your own in the     
period you were     
attending     
primary school?     

 □ □ □ □ 
How often did     
you interact (e.g.     
playing together)     
with children     
from a different     
ethnicity than     
your own in the     
period you were     
attending     
secondary     
school?     

Question Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly agree 
 disagree    

I had positive □ □ □ □ 
feelings towards     
children from a     
different ethnicity     
than my own in     
the period I was     
attending     
primary school     

I had positive □ □ □ □ 
feelings towards     
children from a     
different     
ethnicities than     
my own in the     
period I was     
attending     
secondary school     
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I like meeting □ □ □ □ 
and getting to     
know people     
from ethnic     
groups other than     
my own.     

I often spend □ □ □ □ 
time with people     
from ethnic     
groups other than     
my own.     

I am involved in □ □ □ □ 
activities with     
people from other     
ethnic groups.     

I enjoy being □ □ □ □ 
around people     
from ethnic     
groups other than     
my own.     

     
 
 

II. The Ethnic Identity and Inter-Ethnic Relations of Primary and Secondary 

School Students in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
 

Yvette Leonie Nijboer, Masters thesis, Universiteit Utrecht, June 2011, Organisation 

for Security and Co-operation in Europe. 
 

(For the following questions please indicate how much you agree or disagree with 
each given statement. Rating range given from, „strongly agree‟, „agree‟, „disagree‟, 
to „strongly disagree‟). 

 
- I spend time trying to find out more about my ethnic group, such as its history 

traditions and customs. 
 

- I am active in organizations or social groups that include mostly members of my 

own ethnic group. 
 

- I think a lot about how my life will be affected by my ethnic group membership. 
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- In order to learn more about my ethnic background, I have often talked to other 

people about my ethnic group. 
 

- I participate in cultural practices of my own group, such as food, music, or customs. 
 

- I feel good about my cultural ethnic background. 
 

- I like meeting and getting to know people from ethnic groups other than my own. 
 

- I often spend time with people from ethnic groups other than my own. 
 

- I enjoy being around people from ethnic groups other than my own. 
 

- I try to become friends with people from other ethnic groups. 
 

-I think cultural differences should be a reason to educate students separately. 
 

- I believe school should encourage contact between different ethnic groups. 
 

- I think language differences should be a reason to educate students separately. 
 
 

III. The Importance of Individual Attributes on Inter-ethnic Tolerance among Early 

Youth in Selangor, Fazilah Idris, Ph D thesis, University Putra Malaysia, 2008. 

Questionnaire items (rating scale given to measure extent of effort provided by youth 

respondents, from „not willing to put efforts to understand‟, „not yet willing to put in 
 

efforts to understand‟, „not sure of putting in efforts to understand‟, „efforts put in to 

understand‟, to „much efforts put in to understand‟). 
 

-Understand the function of Rukun Tetangga in increasing (promoting) unity among 

ethnic groups. 
 

-Understand the function of mixed ethnic food courts in promoting unity among 

ethnic groups 
 

-Understand the function of music/songs of various ethnic groups in strengthening 

unity among ethnic groups. 
 

-Understand how traditional dresses of other ethnic groups can play a role in 

promoting unity. 
 

-Understand the importance of respecting other religions in strengthening unity 

among ethnic groups. 
 

(Rating scale of willingness to accept from, „not willing to accept‟, „not yet willing to 

accept‟, „not sure of accepting‟, „willing to accept‟, to „more than willing to acccept‟). 

 
-The needs of various ethnic groups should be taken into consideration in carrying 

out development programmes. 
 

-That youth be (more) exposed to inter-ethnic issues. 
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-That to work fairly is important in increasing inter-ethnic relations. 
 

-That school co-curricular activities can improve unity among students from different 

ethnicities. 
 

-That each individual should have the readiness to help without any regard to the 

ethnic origins of others. 
 

(Rating of frequency of practice, from „never practise‟, „seldom practise‟, „sometimes 

practise‟, „often practise‟, to „very often practise‟). 
 

-Allowing family members to be involved in multi-ethnic programmes. 
 

-Discussing inter-ethnic issues with members of other ethnic groups. 
 

-Helping people of other ethnic groups to solve their problems. 
 

-Respecting places of worship of the different ethnic groups. 
 

-Co-habiting with friends from different ethnic groups. 
 

-Respecting others in their practices and beliefs of their religions. 
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